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Three keys to 108-98 loss to Pacers 

By Chris Vivlamore 

INDIANAPOLIS -- A look at the three key elements of the Hawks' 108-98 loss to the Pacers Tuesday night: 

 

Poor start: The Hawks were down by 22 points before they really knew what hit them. The Pacers shot 

93 percent (13 of 14) to start the game. Before eight mintues had passed in the opening quarter, the 

Hawks trailed 31-9. The didn't help themselves by committing seven turnovers in the stretch. The Hawks 

would cut the 20-point defict to single digits but could never fully recover. The Hawks' only lead was 2-0. 

“Right now, what we need to do is play better for longer stretches," Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer 

said. "Sometimes, it’s how we start the game isn’t where we want to be and how we want to start. 

Other times it’s different periods during the game. I think our group battled despite the poor start. 

Getting down 20-plus in the first quarter goes without saying that that is not where you want to be." 

Pacers' star Paul George had a game-high 26 points, 14 in the first quarter. 

 

“I thought they did a good job of breaking the ice first," Lou Williams said. "The first game back from the 

All-Star break is usually a tricky game. It’s all about who comes out with the energy first. As you can tell, 

both teams were turning the ball over, throwing it everywhere. Right after that, they began to make 

shots. They shot 80 percent (at one point) in the first quarter and it was hard for us to come back.” 

 

Mounting injuries: Already without Al Horford (pectoral muscle) and John Jenkins (lower back) to 

season-ending injuries, the Hawks' ranks continued to thin. Pero Antic (ankle) is still out. DeMarre 

Carroll (hamstring) missed his second straight game - with the All-Star break in between. On Tuesday, 

the Hawks lost Gustavo Ayon (right shoulder) for the second half. Williams, who was having a terrific 

game with 18 points, left in the fourth quarter with a migraine. With the loss of Ayon, the Hawks were 

down to one center - Elton Brand. He picked up his fifth foul the fourth quarter. Budenholzer went with 

a lineup of Paul Millsap, Mike Scott and Brand to handle the center and power forward positions. At the 

end of the game, he was forced to use Cartier Martin at the power forward. 

 

“It’s tough man," Millsap said. "Rotation-wise it is tough. You never know who you are going to be in the 

game with. The chemistry might not be there completely because you are in the game with different 

guys. We are just limited with guys. Through all that, we still have to find a way to win games.” 

Williams said he expects to play Wednesday against the Wizards. He said he has dealt with migraines for 

the past 10 years and handles the pain with medication. Carroll is unlikely to play Wednesday as he is 

still not 100 percent. There was no further information on Ayon's injury or status. 

 

Millsap slowed again: The Pacers continued to control Millsap. The Hawks' All-Star was held to just 

seven points of 3 of 10 shooting. In the three games against the Pacers this season, Millsap is a 

combined 6 of 31. 

 

The Hawks count on Millsap to score, especially with the current injury situation. Staying with the 

Eastern Conference-leading Pacers is tough enough. Getting enough points from the dwindling masses 

to stay with the Pacers without Millsap's production is an even taller order. 

“They deny everything," Millsap said. "They are a good help defensive team. And they are big and 

athletic down low. All that put together makes a good defensive team." 



 


