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Former Louisiana Tech star Paul Millsap ready for All-Star turn 

 

By Ted Williams 

 

Paul Millsap has been in the NBA for eight seasons. 

 

But the Atlanta Hawks forward from Louisiana Tech considers himself a rookie when it comes to All-Star 

games, with this being his first. 

 

“Yep. All-Star rookie,” Millsap said during Friday’s media session with the players in Sunday’s game. “But 

I don’t care how long it took. 

 

“I’m very excited to be here, and I’m soaking it all in and trying to get a feel from the guys who have 

been here before just what the experience is like. A lot of my family is here, and that makes it very 

special.” 

 

Millsap spent the first seven years of his career with Utah before signing with the Hawks last summer. 

To fellow Louisiana Tech and Jazz alum Karl Malone, moving from the West to the East made it easier for 

Millsap to become an All-Star. 

 

“Don’t get me wrong,” said Malone, who will team with Kevin Durant and Skylar Diggins of the WNBA’s 

Tulsa Shock in Saturday’s Shooting Stars contest. “But he was fighting an uphill battle in the West, even 

though he deserved to be an All-Star. 

 

“It’s great for him, because Paul’s got an old-school game where he comes out and plays hard every 

night. I like his style.” 

 

Millsap averaged 12.4 points and 7.1 rebounds at Utah. This year, he has norms of 17.6 and 8.2, the 

scoring being a career high. 

 

“I had good years in Utah,” Millsap said. “But I think playing in the East fits my style better, because the 

pace of the games is faster. 

 

“It took a little adjusting being with a new team, but the coaching staff and the organization made it 

pretty smooth for me.” 

 

The kids are all right 

 

New Orleans all-star Anthony Davis said he approves of the recent makeover team mascot Pierre the 

Pelican recently got to make him a more friendly looking fowl. 

 

“They said the other one was scaring the kids,” Davis said. “It looks more friendly, happier. 

 

“Now, the kids can take a picture with him.” 

 

Considering the season he’s having, the kids would probably be just as happy to take a picture with the 



first-time all-star. 

 

Old man Dirk 

 

With Kobe Bryant sidelined with an injury, Dallas Mavericks forward Dirk Nowitzki is not only the oldest 

player in the All-Star game (35), but the only one born in the 1970s. 

 

But the 12-time All-Star said that transition is the way of life in sports. 

 

“When I first started, KG (Kevin Garnett), Tim Duncan, Kobe (Bryant), and Shaq (O’Neal) were pretty 

much locks every year,” he said. “Now, slowly but surely, you’re seeing new guys coming on to carry the 

touch, which is exciting, because it means the game is in a new place.” 

 

However, Nowitzki said he didn’t consider giving up his spot for one of the young lions in order to take a 

few days off. 

 

“It’s always a great honor to be named,” he said. “And the Mavericks deserve to have someone in the 

game every year because of our great fans. 

 

“The first few years I was in the All-Star Game, I didn’t do much of anything but have fun, but now I’ll 

mix in a little rest. Twelve times is a great legacy that I’m every proud of.” 

 

There’s one thing about this year’s game Nowitzki isn’t too sure of however: the sleeved jerseys. 

 

“They’re a little too tight for my tastes,” he said. “I like mine sleeveless with a lot of room. 

 

“But I guess that’s the trend, so I’ll have to be all right with it.” 

 

While Anthony Davis of the Pelicans was a popular local choice to replace Bryant on the West team, 

Phoenix Suns guard Goran Dragic also had his supporters. 

 

Dragic is averaging 20.3 points and 6.5 rebounds for the Suns, who are 30-21 going into the All-Star 

break compared to the Pelicans’ 23-29. 

 

But Dragic, who is competing in the Skills Challenge, said he wasn’t that upset about being overlooked. 

 

“Anthony is having an outstanding season,” he said. “But my numbers compete with his. 

 

“I don’t worry about it.” 

 

D-Wade good to go 

 

Miami’s Dwyane Wade said he has regained feeling in his left foot and will be in the starting lineup for 

the East on Sunday. 

 

Wade sat out of Wednesday’s game at Golden State while suffering from drop foot, a nerve condition he 

said left him without feeling in his lower leg and foot. 

 



But Wade gradually began to regain sensation in his foot late Wednesday, and he informed East coach 

Frank Vogel on Thursday he would be available for the game, although he will work with Vogel on how 

to structure his minutes. 

 

“I’ll play,” Wade said. “We’ll just talk about how much. We had a small conversation and we’re going to 

have more as the weekend goes on. 

 

“I told him that I was going to get out there and have a little fun,” said Wade, who is likely to play the 

first five or so minutes of each half. “Then I’m going to sit down.” 

 

Wade’s decision to play means Bryant is the only elected player out of the game. Houston’s James 

Harden is expected to replace Bryant in the West starting lineup. 

 

Clifton, Stern in Hall 

 

Nat “Sweetwater” Clifton, the first African-American to sign an NBA contract and whose brief collegiate 

playing career was spent at Xavier, along with recently retired NBA Commissioner David Stern are 

among five persons whose election to the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame was announced Friday. 

 

The 10 finalists for the regular induction class also were named. 

 

Clifton, was born in Arkansas but grew up in Chicago, played at Xavier in the 1942-43 season before 

being drafted into the Army. 

 

He played with Harlem Globetrotters before signing with the New York Knicks in 1950 and made his 

league debut two days after Earl Lloyd became the first black player to appear in an NBA game. 

 

Stern, who served as commissioner for 30 years was named as a contributor to the game. 

 

Other “direct elects” named Friday were Guy Rodgers from the veterans committee, Sarunas 

Marcilulionis from the international committee and Bob Leonard from the ABA committee. 

 

The finalists for the five remaining Hall of Fame berths are players Kevin Johnson, Spencer Haywood, 

Alonzo Mourning, Mitch Richmond and Tim Hardaway; men’s coaches Nolan Richardson, Eddie Sutton 

and Gary Williams and women’s coach Harley Redin plus the Immaculata College team. 

 

Those chosen for induction will be announced on April 7 at the Final Four. 

 

Worth repeating 

 

“That’s his opinion.” -- Durant on LeBron James saying that Durant won’t start feeling the pressure to 

win a championship until James retires. 

 

 


