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Warriors win ugly in Atlanta on Iguodala's 3-pointer 

By Rusty Simmons 

ATLANTA -- The Warriors played about 6 1/2 minutes of good basketball Friday night at Philips Arena. 

That happened to be just enough. 

A tired and seemingly distracted Warriors squad outscored the Hawks 25-9 during the closing 6 1/2 

minutes and got a buzzer-beating three-pointer from Andre Iguodala to steal a 101-100 victory. 

"It took a lot of effort, especially because of how bad we played," said point guard Stephen Curry, who 

had 22 points, nine assists, eight rebounds and five steals, but also committed nine turnovers. "It wasn't 

like we were playing well and they were just making shots. We were just a step slow all night. To 

overcome that and the deficit, it was a big step for us." 

Feeling the natural letdown from having grabbed a showcase victory at Miami the night before, the 

Warriors fell behind 91-76 on a Pero Antic three-pointer with 6:48 remaining. 

The Warriors then reeled off a 20-4 run. It was highlighted by a Curry three-pointer that snapped a 

streak of 18 straight long-range misses during a stretch of 36:27 and an Iguodala steal that led to a Curry 

layup and a 96-95 lead with 2:12 left. 

Paul Millsap, who has emerged since the Hawks lost All-Star big man Al Horford for the season with a 

torn right pectoral muscle, scored the next four points, and Jeff Teague added a free throw to boost 

Atlanta's lead to 100-96 with 31.3 ticks on the clock. 

Curry sneaked inside for a layup that trimmed the deficit back to two points with 29.3 seconds left, and 

after Millsap missed a forced turnaround jumper with 3.9 seconds remaining, the Warriors had one 

more chance. 

The Hawks doubled Curry's catch of the inbounds pass from halfcourt, so he got the ball back to the 

inbounding Iguodala, who spun and drilled the game-winning three-pointer. 

"You just have to live in the moment and not make it bigger than it really is," said Iguodala, whom Elias 

Sports Bureau credits with five game-winners during his career. "I'm sure many guys go through drills, 

pretending it's the last second. What move would you use? How comfortable will you be in that 

moment? You just let the game slow down and let your work do the talking." 

The Warriors (22-13) have won eight straight games to move into a tie for fifth place in the Western 

Conference with Houston, one game back of the Clippers. As important, the Warriors have displayed a 

level of maturation four games into a season-long seven-game road trip. 



They set the tone for the journey with an overtime win in Cleveland, managed to avoid looking ahead to 

Miami by handling their business in Orlando and then shined under the brightest lights of the trip, on 

South Beach. 

When they didn't seem to have much left in the tank for a back-to-back game in front of a comatose 

crowd in Atlanta, the Warriors found a way to will themselves to a victory. 

"They had everything going for them, but give my guys credit for showing tremendous resilience and a 

competitive spirit," head coach Mark Jackson said. "They wouldn't quit, chipped away and gave us a 

chance to win a ballgame on the road against a very good basketball team." 

They did it without their legs, shooting 5-of-26 from three-point range. They did it without their arms, 

fumbling away 21 turnovers that the Hawks (18-15) converted into 22 points. 

They almost had to do it without their center. Jackson said Andrew Bogut played only five second-half 

minutes Thursday in Miami because of a strained right calf, but the big man talked his way back into the 

lineup Friday and had six points, nine rebounds and three blocked shots in 17 minutes. 

Forward David Lee scored a team-high 23 points to go with eight rebounds, and Klay Thompson added 

21 points to help avoid the letdown loss. 

"This could have been a trap game, and it was until there were three seconds left," Iguodala said. 

 


