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Brooklyn Nets win third straight, beat Hawks as Deron Williams misses game with ankle injury 

By Filip Bondy 

Just when he started to find a rhythm and led the Nets to a couple of wins, Deron Williams endured 

another setback to his fragile joint. 

 

The point guard missed Monday’s 91-86 win against the Hawks with a left ankle sprain, according to 

Jason Kidd, who said Williams will be re-evaluated on Tuesday. The 29-year-old’s ankle swelled up 

Sunday night following practice, and he underwent an MRI in the morning before the Nets got 23 points 

from Joe Johnson and 16 from Mirza Teletovic to match a season-high three-game winning streak. 

 

“I’ve never been on a team or seen a team that has gone through what we’ve gone through with injuries 

— from the summer to today’s date,” said Kidd, a 20-year veteran as a player. 

 

Paul Pierce and the Nets may finally be finding their rhythm. 

It is the third time in this short season that Williams has sprained his left ankle, leaving Brooklyn with a 

core duo (including Brook Lopez, who is done for the season with broken foot) with serious injury 

concerns. Williams missed 11 games because of the previous two sprains this season, and the Nets 

struggled without the three-time All-Star. 

 

The difference is that these Nets — whether they’re rallying behind Kidd’s tie-less fashion statement or 

the idea that a New Year brings a new team — have been committed on defense during their winning 

streak, holding Atlanta to just 39% shooting and 34 points in the second half.  

The victory left the Nets 

 

(13-21) just one game behind the Pistons for the eighth spot in the putrid Eastern Conference. It also 

means they’re undefeated in 2014, with tough home games upcoming against the Warriors and Heat. 

 

Jason Kidd's team is suddenly on a winning streak. 

 

“We’re going to have our hands full, but we’ve got to come with the same effort that we’ve had since 

the New Year started,” said Kidd, who superstitiously ditched his tie on the sideline at the start of the 

winning streak. 

 

The news about Williams’ ankle is troublesome, though. He has had extensive problems with both 

ankles the last two seasons, basically ever since he signed a $100 million contract to become the Nets’ 

franchise player. Inflammation and various other issues resulted in PRP injections and three rounds of 

cortisone shots in both ankles, rejuvenating Williams’ game for the second half of last season. 

His health has always been short-lived. Williams sprained his right ankle and suffered a bone bruise in 

the offseason, forcing him to sit out all of training camp and most of preseason in October. 

“I think it’s tough, especially since he’s been playing at a high level right now,” Kidd said. “And then how 

much the team has gone in a different direction in the sense of winning games with his output. With him 

being hurt, he’s probably more or less frustrated.” 

 



Williams, who struggled at the start of the season, was coming off two big games — Nets victories over 

the Thunder and Cavaliers — when he averaged 25 points while shooting 63%. But the Nets didn’t need 

their three-time All-Star against the reeling Hawks (18-17), who have lost four of five while struggling to 

adapt to life without injured Al Horford. Brooklyn got at least eight points from six players, with Johnson 

scoring nine points in the final seven minutes. 

 

“Joe Jesus, that’s what we like to call him,” Kevin Garnett said. “Because he might not be there when 

you call him, but he’s there when you need him.” 

 

Kidd used his 16th different lineup on Monday, an amazing stat just 34 games into the season. 

Shaun Livingston started at point guard, playing 34 minutes and finishing with 12 points. Alan Anderson 

and Johnson were on the wings, while Kidd kept Paul Pierce (nine points, 3-of-9 shooting) at power 

forward. 

 

Pierce sat for the biggest stretch of the game in the fourth quarter, when his replacement, Teletovic, hit 

a three-pointer with 47 seconds remaining to ensure the win. 

 

“The confidence is building,” said Garnett, who had four points and 10 rebounds in 25 minutes. “Morale 

is high. Since the new year, we’ve obviously tried to turn this thing around.” 

 

 


