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'I like London even without the Olympics': Q&A with Atlanta Hawks' Kyle Korver and Brooklyn Nets' 

Andrei Kirilenko 

 

Kyle Korver and Andrei Kirilenko were team-mates at Utah the last time they were together in London 

but will be on opposite sides when Atlanta Hawks face Brooklyn Nets at the O2 next Thursday. 

 

Are you looking forward to  playing in London again? 

 

KK I really enjoyed taking in the culture and the history. I was walking the streets with Andrei and Deron 

(Williams, now at the Nets) and our wives. We’re really good friends but we don’t get the chance to 

hang out much anymore. 

 

AK The fans were great during the Olympics. It was packed every time we played but I like London even 

without the Olympics. My wife and I visit every year... it’s very romantic. 

 

Who will get the most out of the trip? 

 

KK I think we all need it. We all need to see the world, get outside of America. A lot of the time we get 

caught up in our own country and assume this is how people live and that’s not the case. 

 

AK I don’t know, but I won’t be the tour guide! We’re going to put a rookie in charge. Give him a map 

and say ‘go’. The best thing is we will only be playing once in four or five days so it will give us a chance 

to work on things in training. 

 

What’s your nickname and how did you get it? 

 

KK They called me Hot Sauce in Chicago! Everytime I’d shoot a three (pointer), the commentator on TV 

would shout, ‘give me the hot sauce’ and that really stuck. Of course, I don’t actually call myself that. 

 

AK There’s a funny story behind my nickname, AK47. When I was younger my favourite number was 13 

but John Amaechi [who played for Great Britain] came to the team and as a veteran, had the preference. 

I didn’t know what to choose but one guy said, ‘hey your initials are AK, that’s a famous Russian gun, you 

should take 47’. I thought, okay, why not, and later I figured out the inventor of the gun [Mikhail 

Kalashnikov] lived in the city I was born in (Izhevsk). The last time I fired one was on a TV show last 

summer and I can even take one apart and put it back together. 

 

Who in your team should London look out for on the night? 

 

KK Paul Millsap and Jeff Teague have a good shot at being Allstars this year. They’re playing the best 

basketball of their careers and have really stepped up after we lost Al Horford, our best player [with a 

torn pectoral muscle which has ended his season]. 

 

AK We can’t talk about one, they are such a talented team. There are a lot of guys, Deron, Joe Johnson, 

Paul Pierce, Kevin Garnett and Jason Terry. Every guy has something and they have been very successful. 

We don’t always play that well but on paper we have a very good roster. 



Who is the best athlete on the team? 

 

KK Jeff Teague is incredibly fast for a point guard. 

 

AK I would say Mason Plumlee because he’s young but we have a lot of good athletes. Joe Johnson, KG, 

even though he’s getting older and skinnier. Deron is one of the fastest in the league, especially with the 

ball. 

 

Who’s the best trainer? 

 

KK I would say Elton Brand, who is our oldest player and the hardest worker in the weights room. It’s 

good for the young guys to see someone who comes in every day and puts in the work. A lot of times, 

lifting weights every day is about not getting hurt. That’s a big part of strength training and Elton is the 

best at that. 

 

AK Reggie Evans is always working out, always trying and you need those guys in the team because they 

force you to work harder. 

 

And the worst? 

 

KK I have someone in mind but I’m not going to throw him under the bus! 

 

AK No one because everybody is trying to get better. There is a great chance to do something special 

and everybody sees that. 

 

The Atlanta Hawks take on the Brooklyn Nets at the O2 Arena on Thursday January 16 as part of NBA 

Global Games London 2014. Watch the game live on BT Sport 1 from 7.45pm. 

 


