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Once again, no joy in Atlanta 

 

By Candace Buckner 

 

ATLANTA — Quite possibly the weight of the schedule slowed the Indiana Pacers. Maybe teammates 

missed their ever-present energy source more than expected. Or just blame it on this southern 

metropolis where the Pacers have not enjoyed success in the regular season in a long time. 

 

Whatever the excuse, the Pacers lost 97-87 to the Atlanta Hawks on Wednesday night. A step behind 

and a shot short through most of the game, the Pacers (28-7) fell to one of the legitimate playoff 

contenders in the Eastern Conference. In spite of a fourth-quarter run that sliced a huge deficit to eight 

points, the Pacers did not show enough early in the game to meet the challenge set by Atlanta, currently 

the third seed in the conference. 

 

Paul George broke out of a personal funk with 28points and ignited the team with a run through the 

third and fourth quarters. However, the game was nearly over when the Pacers made their rally. The 

Hawks once owned a 25-point lead, but with 56.6 seconds remaining in the game, Indiana climbed 

within 95-87. 

 

The Pacers have now lost 12 consecutive regular-season games at Philips Arena, and the Hawks lead the 

all-time series of games played in Atlanta 59-25. 

 

Before taking on the Hawks, Indiana would have to overcome the setback of playing the second game of 

a back-to-back on the road. Even more so, Wednesday night marked the team’s sixth game in nine 

nights. 

 

Starting wing Lance Stephenson didn’t play due to a right knee contusion. Without Stephenson — he 

often takes it upon himself to “get hyped” when teammates appear sluggish — the Pacers’ offense 

struggled as the team fell behind 12-0. Indiana would only score 32 points through the first half, the 

lowest total of the season. 

 

When the Pacers tap into their optimal selves, they easily perform as the best team in the Eastern 

Conference. However, there have been games — either ravaged by dead legs or slow starts — when 

they have looked bad. Wednesday would be one of those games. 

 

Indiana committed 15 turnovers that resulted in 14 points for the Hawks. On one particular miscue in 

the third quarter, George lost the ball, staying behind with his hands on his hips and a frustrated scowl 

on his face as DeMarre Carroll scored a one-on-none fast break. The turnover and ensuing slam dunk 

came at a poor time and ended a stretch in which the Pacers looked engaged and had scored nine 

straight points. 

 


