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Basketball: Steve Smith backs Jeff Teague to take centre stage in Deron Williams' absence 

 

By Paul Brown 

 

NBA fans in London will still be able to watch an All-Star point guard at the O2 this week despite the 

absence of Deron Williams. 

 

That is the view of former Atlanta Hawks guard Steve Smith, who feels his old team's current playmaker 

Jeff Teague is on course for his first appearance in an All-Star game this season. 

 

Brooklyn Nets star Williams has been an ever-present feature at the annual event showcasing the best 

the NBA has to offer, but a sprained ankle will mean he will miss his fifth straight game when his side 

take on the Hawks on Thursday night. 

 

That's a shame for fans in London hoping to catch another glimpse of 'D-Will', who helped the USA to 

Olympic gold here in 2012. 

 

But it gives others a chance to grab the spotlight, and while that is something the laid-back Teague is not 

exactly known for, he is quietly making a strong case for recognition in a dreadful Eastern Conference. 

 

Smith, who spent five years with the Hawks in the 90s, said: “Jeff Teague is not a household name but I 

think he’s a player that Atlanta could sneak into the All-Star game this year. 

 

"He’s a quiet player but his game speaks volumes. He’s playing at a tremendous level right now. 

Unfortunately for him but fortunately for the league we have so many quality point guards. 

 

"But he's one of those point guards that can kind of sneak in the back door. He’s a very solid and very 

good player, and I think somebody that you’ve got to keep an eye on.” 

 

With perennial All-Stars like Williams, Rajon Rondo and Derrick Rose all injured, there is room for 

Teague to make a push. 

 

The 25-year-old is in the form of his life, playing more minutes than ever and averaging almost 17 points 

and eight assists a game, which are both career highs. 

 

But you won't hear him lobbying for All-Star selection. He said recently: "I honestly don’t worry about 

that stuff. I just play, do my job and let everything else take care of itself." 

 

Well, they do say it's the quiet ones you have to watch, right? 

 

Last summer Teague wasn't even sure he'd be wearing a Hawks uniform. As a restricted free agent he 

signed an offer sheet with the Milwaukee Bucks, and was all set for a new start after spending his whole 

career in Atlanta. 

 



But once the Hawks made it clear they planned to rebuild with rather than without him, he decided to 

stay, and has flourished under rookie head coach Mike Budenholzer. 

 

Smith rates Budenholzer highly having played under him for the San Antonio Spurs, where he was 

assistant to Gregg Popovich. 

 

"He was an excellent assistant coach,” Smith said. “I think he was there for 17 years, and everyone was 

saying he had to get a head coaching job soon. 

 

"I think he also looked at the Atlanta Hawks team and saw they had some pieces that they can build. 

 

“You can see right now they are over-achieving – they have been doing an excellent job, I don’t think 

anybody thought they would be fourth or fifth or the Playoff race in the Eastern Conference at this point 

in the season.” 

 

All the more remarkable is that the Hawks are doing it without All-Star centre Al Horford, who will also 

miss the London game through injury. 

 

But Smith said: "This is a team that has great chemistry. They share the basketball. 

 

"London is an important game – for any side in the NBA, every game is important, but especially so for 

teams fighting for playoff positions which is the case for both the Hawks and the Nets.” 

 


