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Three keys to 112-87 win over Bucks 

 

By Chris Vivlamore 

 

A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 112-87 win over the Bucks Saturday: 

 

Return of DeMarre Carroll: The defensive stopper was supposed to miss the game with a mild left 

hamstring strain. The Hawks couldn't afford to be without him. The team simply plays differently when 

he is on the court. Without him, they were blown out be the Spurs at home. With him, the drubbed the 

Bucks on the road. True, the caliber of opponents is at opposite ends of the spectrum but the Hawks are 

different with him. Carroll credited the training staff for the "three to four" treatments  he received 

Saturday to be ready to play. 

 

“I told DeMarre he is not allowed to not play again," Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said. "To find a way 

to play tonight, he tested it pretty good, our trainers and strength and conditioning guys went 

overboard to make sure we made a good decision that he was healthy and ready. Obviously, he played 

great. He played great on both ends. He gives us a spirit, a defensive identity, and that is when we are at 

our best.” 

 

Carroll also contributed offensively with 12 points and made all three of this 3-point attempts. 

Lou Williams is getting healthy: The guard, who just passed the one-year mark of his torn right ACL, was 

a spark off the bench with 18 points. He hit three 3-pointers, including two in the first quarter. Williams 

said he has turned a corner. 

 

“I think playing last night, a little bit extra, just trying to find a rhythm," Williams said of his performance.  

 

"That helped me more than anything. I’m to the point where I kind of know when I’m going to have 

good nights and bad nights. It just depends on how the body feels and the knee reacts. I feel like with 

my recovery I’m turning a corner. I’m starting to feel a lot healthier day in and day out. I just reached the 

one-year mark last week. I’m feeling better and better.” 

 

Forced turnovers: The Hawks forced the Bucks into 20 turnovers which led to 26 points. By the end of 

the first half, the Bucks had committed 13 turnovers to just two by the Hawks. The Hawks ended up with 

13 turnovers, but seven of those came in the fourth quarter had reached the end of the bench. 

 

Seven Hawks players recorded at least one steal.



 

 


