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Three keys to 91-86 loss to Nets 

By Chris Vivlamore 

NEW YORK -- A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 91-86 loss to the Nets Monday night: 

 

Turnovers: Turnovers and mental mistakes killed the Hawks. They had 18 turnovers for the game that 

led to 28 Nets' points. 

 

"Too many to give up," Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said. 

 

Two costly turnovers came in the fourth quarter. After Joe Johnson gave the Nets an 80-78 lead with a 

3-pointer, Kyle Korver had the ball stolen from him by Shaun Livingston for a layup. On the ensuing 

possession, Jeff Teague and Korver had a miscommunication that led to another turnover. Johnson hit 

another basket off the mistake and the Hawks could not fully recover. 

 

“It’s frustrating," Korver said. "There are always going to be mistakes in the game. You try not to have 

them at the important times. We had a couple possessions in a row. I had a turnover and Jeff and I had a 

miscommunication. That was a big moment there.” 

 

Joe Johnson haunts former team: Joe Johnson took over late in the fourth quarter to carry his new 

team to the victory over his old team. Johnson spent seven seasons with the Hawks, six as an All-Star, 

before being traded two summers ago. He scored nine of the Nets' final 14 points to clinch the victory. 

"It was good to be able to make some plays down the stretch," Johnson said. "Seeing how we were in a 

little rut there in the fourth quarter, it got contagious and we started making plays and making shots." 

Johnson finished with a game-high 23 points on 10 of 22 shooting. 

 

Kevin Garnett summed it up this way: "Just to see him take over and be Joe Jesus, that's what we like to 

call him. Because he might not be there when you call on him but he's there when you need him." 

 

Nets from downtown: The Nets shot 1-for-12 (8.3 percent) from 3-point range in the first half. They 

shot 7-for-15 (46.7 percent) in the second half. The third quarter was owned by Alan Anderson and 

Mirza Teletovic from long range. Anderson hit back-to-back 3's that ended the Nets' 14-0 run to start the 

second half. Teletovic hit three straight 3's for the Nets final nine points of the third quarter. 

 

“Teletovic got away from us a couple times on breakdowns," Budenholzer said. "There were a couple of 

them when their spacing was good and they found him when he was open. There were at least two 

when there was more of a mental mistake.” 

 


