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Three keys to 83-80 win over Rockets  

A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 83-80 victory over the Rockets Friday night: 

 

Mike Scott and the bench: Mike Scott saved the Hawks. They missed their first nine shots and fell behind 

11-0. Scott came off the bench when Paul Millsap picked up two early fouls. He scored eight of the 

Hawks' 10 first-quarter points (a season low for points in any quarter). His last two baskets of the first 

quarter where fast-break dunks. He added two more dunks in the second quarter. The Hawks didn't get 

a point from a starter until a Kyle Korver 3-pointer with nine minutes left in the second quarter. 

 

“Mike Scott," coach Mike Budenholzer said when asked how the Hawks overcame an 11-0 start. "The 

bench tonight was really excellent. We started out, I don’t know is there a better word than slow. Then 

Mike came into the game. It was fortuitous maybe that Paul picks up a couple fouls and Mike comes in. 

He was really committed to running the court tonight. I think we beat them in transition a couple times 

and got a couple easy baskets. We got a little bit of confidence going off Mike’s running." 

The Hawks also got 11 rebounds from Elton Brand, eight assists from Lou Williams and seven points 

from Shelvin Mack. 

 

"I thought the bench allowed us to weather that early difficult time,” Budenholzer said. 

Carroll's fourth-quarter 3-pointer: The Hawks held a six-point fourth-quarter lead, 73-67, with 8:33 

remaining. They watched the lead quickly disappear as the Rockets went on a 9-0 run. Suddenly, the six-

point lead was a three-point deficit. Kyle Korver hit a 3-pointer to tie the game and James Harden put 

the Rockets back up with a layup with 2:20 remaining. DeMarre Carroll answered with a 3-pointer with 

1:54 remaining to give the Hawks the lead for good. Korver hit four free throws down the stretch to ice 

it. The Hawks did survive a scare when Jeremy Lin hit what appeared to be a game-tying 3-pointer with 

6.5 seconds left. However his foot was on the 3-point line. 

Carroll's 3-pointer helped the Hawks get back on track offensively, something they have failed to do at 

times this season. 

 

"It’s just good to see that (defensive) trust being built up," Budenholzer said. "… There are stretches 

where we can play off our defense, getting into a little bit of a rhythm and we get some good looks and 

good opportunities. Then there are times when everything kind of slowed down and it was a slugfest for 

both teams. I’m just really happy with the defensive effort. They are a heck of an offensive team, a heck 

of a scoring team. I think we probably caught them on a little bit of an off night. I think there was some 

good stuff for us defensively.” 

 

Rockets turnovers: The Hawks forced the Rockets into 18 turnovers, scoring 16 points off the miscues. 

Perhaps none was bigger than Aaron Brooks' blunder with 18.9 seconds left. The Rockets trailed by a 

point, 79-78, and had the ball after a Paul Millsap. The rebound went out of bounds and was initially 

called Hawks ball. However, it was reversed and the Rockets had a late chance. Brooks dribbled and 

tried to pass to Howard, who had already cut for the basket. The ball bounced out of bounds and the 

Rockets missed a golden opportunity. 

 

"We work (on our passing) but you have to be able to deliver the ball," Rockets coach Kevin McHale said. 

"(That's) just something we have to work on in practice and get better at it," Howard said. "It's not an 

issue. Guys just have to work on it in practice. It's not an issue. We'll get better." 



 


