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Three keys to 111-109 loss to Thunder 

 

By Cris Vivlamore 

 

OKLAHOMA CITY -- A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 111-109 loss to the Thunder  

 

Monday: 

 

Kevin Durant for MVP: The Thunder star - make that superstar - took over in the fourth quarter scoring 

13 points. His final two points came with 1.5 seconds left and were the winning margin. He finished with 

41 points, the sixth 40-point game of the season and the 11th straight game with 30 or more points. 

 

"Kevin Durant, it’s like he can shoot whenever he wants," Kyle Korver said. "I think DeMarre (Carroll) did 

a great job. I thought he played great defense on him all night. I really did. He’s just a special talent. With 

his length, he is able to rise up and get his shot whenever he wants. He’s on a roll.” 

 

The shove: It's hard enough to stop Durant as it is. Let him shove his defender to create separation and 

he is impossible to start. Durant clearly shoved Carroll to get a pass before he hit a 16-footer with 25.5 

seconds left that gave the Thunder their first lead, 109-107, since the scored the game's opening basket. 

 

Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer was livid at the non-call. Hawks players were upset with the non-call. 

Hawks lose 14-point lead: For three-plus quarters the Hawks were fully in charge. They ran. They passed. 

They hit open jump shots, especially 3-pointers. At one point they made 8 of 11 from behind the arc in 

the first half. Rookie Dennis Schroder, yes Dennis Schroder, had two of them. 

 

The Hawks led 67-53 with 9:25 left in the third quarter after a steal and Carroll dunk. 

 

The Thunder closed and the Hawks had no answer for Durant. Paul Millsap was called for a key traveling 

violation with 34.5 seconds remaining, setting up Durant's final two baskets. 

 

“We have to grow from it, find a way to close that out," Elton Brand said. "We had a guy in Durant who 

is in a super zone. We were missing some guys, but other guys stepped up. That is what we take away 

from it, the way we competed against a team like that. We just couldn’t get the job done.” 

 

The Hawks have been competitive nearly every game, with a few exceptions. Learning to win these 

games, even on the road against a quality opponent, is the next step. 

 

"Losing is very hard in this league," Budenholzer said. "Our guys are hurting. You give Oklahoma City a 

lot of credit. That was a heck of a fourth quarter. It was a heck of a basketball game. They made a couple 

more plays than we did down the stretch. It wasn’t for lack of effort on our guys’ part.” 

 


