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Three keys to 121-114 win over Heat 

 

By Chris Vivlamore 

 

A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 121-114 win over the Hawks Monday: 

 

Paul Millsap early, late: The Hawks forward finished with a team-high 26 points, 20 of which came in 

the first half. Millsap did most of his damage early as the Hawks took a 34-31 lead after one quarter and 

a 71-70 lead after two quarters. While Millsap had just six points the rest of the way, four of them came 

in the final 4:28 seconds. His two free throws gave the Hawks the lead for good at 109-108. In the fourth 

quarter, Millsap also had two assists, setting up a key Pero Antic basket and Kyle Korver's game-clinching 

3-pointer with 55 seconds left. Let's not forget about his one block in the final quarter. He turned Chris 

Bosh away at the rim with the Hawks holding a four-point advantage. 

 

"(Bosh) had a lot of people around him," Millsap said. "One of them (either Elton Brand or Pero Antic) 

did a good job of making him double-clutch. I was able to come in and get a hand on it.” 

 

What jetlag?: The Hawks played with pace from the start, a little surprising since they returned from the 

dreadful loss in London just three days earlier. The Hawks set a season-high with 71 first half points. Of 

course, they needed to play better defense as the Heat scored 70 first-half points. 

 

"Yes," coach Mike Budenholzer said on wanting to play up-tempo despite the trip overseas. "Pace has 

been one of our top, top priorities. We think it’s important to us, whether we are coming home from 

London or coming home from Athens. That’s Athens, Georgia. It’s been something that we really have 

been talking about. It’s a long season. You are never sure how your group is going to respond coming 

back from a trip. Obviously, they had a lot of juice and they played at a high rate, a high pace, in the first 

half." 

 

Sharing the basketball: The Hawks finished with 33 assists on 42 field goals. The NBA leaders in assists 

have had at least 20 assists in 22 straight games. It also marked the eighth time this season, the Hawks 

have had 30 or more assists. They are 7-1 in those games. 

 

"We shared the basketball well," Millsap said. "Guys were moving without the basketball. It opened a lot 

of things for us.” 

 

Shelvin Mack had a team-high seven assists, the second straight game he has led the team. Jeff Teague 

finished with six assists, despite scoring just two points and sitting all of the fourth quarter. 

“It’s (coach's) decision. I just try to stay ready when my opportunity comes,” Mack said of playing down 

the stretch over Teague. 

 


