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Three keys to 108-101 loss to Grizzlies 

 

By Chris Vivlamore 

 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. -- A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 108-101 loss to the Grizzlies Sunday: 

 

Another slow start: At least the Hawks didn't fall behind 11-0 - as they did against the Rockets Friday.  

The Hawks stumbled out of the gate, making 1 of 6 shots, to fall behind 9-2. It finally took a three-point 

play by Shelvin Mack and a 3-pointer by Mike Scott early in the second quarter for the Hawks to take 

their first lead, 26-23. It would last 1:35. The Grizzlies went on an 11-2 run, which included a 3-pointer 

from Mike Miller, to regain the lead. The Hawks would need a 16-0 run between the third and fourth 

quarters to take back the lead, 80-77. It would last 1:23. The Grizzlies went on a 12-4 run, with another 

3-pointer from Miller, to regain the lead for the final time. That's it. The Hawks led for less than three 

minutes. 

 

“We got off to another bad start tonight and we put ourselves in a hole," Kyle Korver said. "It took a lot 

of energy to get back. They are a good team. They are tough down low and in the paint. It probably took 

a little too much energy to dig out of that hole.” 

 

Fourth-quarter failures: The Hawks allowed 31 fourth-quarter points and they call came in the final 10 

minutes. Mike Conley did most of the damage. The point guard had eight points and six assists in the 

final period. He was responsible for 23 of the Grizzlies' first 25 points in the quarter with a basket or 

assist. 

 

Conley had his first 20-point, 10-assist game of the season. 

 

Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said his team has not sharp - from start to finish. 

 

"We just need to be sharper to start the game and throughout the game," Budenholzer said. "We didn’t 

have a sharpness that you need coming to Memphis, to this building, against a good, physical team. We 

found a stretch where we played well. Our guys competed. Like we’ve been saying, we want to do that 

for longer and harder. It just wasn’t our sharpest night." 

 

Grizzlies win inside: The Hawks had to start Gustavo Ayon at center - their only healthy body with Al 

Horford out for the season and Pero Antic sitting with back spasms. Ayon did not score, although he had 

seven rebounds in  14 minutes. The Hawks tried to have Ayon guard Zach Randolph to make things 

difficult for the forward but it didn't work. Paul Millsap ended up guarding Randolph much of the game. 

Millsap played the entire second half - all 24 minutes - and had just five points in the final quarter.  

 

The Grizzlies held a 50-42 advantage in points in the paint and a 21-13 advantage in second-chance 

points. 

 



"Hindsight is 20-20," Budenholzer said. "Paul might have played the whole second half. He played a lot. 

It’s a load to be battling with Zach (Randolph) down there and all their bigs and keeping them off the 

offensive glass. You are never sure but I know we expended a lot of energy to get there. They came back 

and executed and made big plays down the stretch." 

 

 


