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Three keys to 97-87 win over Pacers  

By Chris VIvlamore 

A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 97-87 victory over the Pacers Wednesday night: 

 

Fast start: The Hawks started the game on a 12-0 run with Pero Antic scoring eight points, including two 

3-pointers. The Hawks held a 13-point lead, 25-12, at the end of the first period. The Pacers shot 1 of 13 

with five turnovers to start the game and finished the opening period 5 of 21 with six turnovers. The 12 

points was the lowest scoring first quarter by the Pacers this season. 

 

“It gave us a lot of confidence," Kyle Korver said of the Hawks' start. "We needed a start like that. We’ve 

lost a bunch of games lately and they’ve all been close. All our games all year have been close it feels 

like. But we’ve lost a bunch lately so to have a good start against a good team at home was really big for 

us.” 

 

Coach Mike Budenholzer credit the start on the Hawks' defensive effort and singled out DeMarre 

Carroll. 

 

“I tried to be more physical coming into this game," Carroll said. "I felt like I was physical against 

Brooklyn (Monday). But when they got more physical our team got less physical and that’s why we lost 

that game. I just wanted to set the tone for everybody and let them know that we are a physical team. 

We are not backing down.” 

 

The Hawks limited the Pacers to 32 first-half points, a season-best for the Hawks in an opening half and 

a season-worst for the Pacers in any half. 

 

Film session: The Hawks had a film session on Tuesday following a disappointing loss at the Nets. 

Several players pointed to that session as a key in returning to the form the Hawks have shown at times 

this season. 

 

Discipline was the main message. 

 

"The main thing was to continue to do what we’ve been doing – which is competing," Paul Millsap said. 

"The next thing was staying disciplined throughout our sets, throughout our defensive principles. We 

felt like we did that. We were (getting away from our discipline). The past few games we got away from 

what made us who we are. We had to get back to that." 

 

Response to Pacers' run: You knew it was coming. After the Hawks built a 25-point lead midway through 

the third quarter the Pacers went on a 15-4 run. This time, unlike several previous games, the Hawks 

responded. Driving layups by Jeff Teague and Lou Williams were key as the Hawks were able to push 

their lead back to as many as 17 points. The took a 13-point advantage into the final period. It was just 

last week that the Hawks failed to hold a 15-point lead with six minutes remaining in a home loss to the 

Warriors. 

“We are all growing and we are all improving and we are all learning," Budenholzer said. "The league is 

interesting how in fourth quarters teams go on runs. How you respond to that. Hopefully we are going 



to get more confident and more comfortable with how we want to respond. That we don’t want to slow 

down. That we want to continue to play with pace from the start of the game to the end of the game.” 

 


