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Tough decision ahead for roster flexibility 

By Chris Vivlamore 

The Hawks face a couple of roster decisions - and they may not be easy. 

With the loss of Al Horford for the season, the Hawks are currently exploring options to fill the void left 

by the center. As I reported this week, the team is not in a hurry to find a quick fix. They are 2-1 without 

Horford but the wins were an overtime home win over the Bobcats and a come-from-behind road win 

against the Celtics - both teams five games under .500. The loss was a road defeat to the Magic - 11 

games under .500. While you could give the Hawks the benefit of the doubt in taking some time to learn 

to play without Horford, another big body would help. 

The Hawks could decide to pick up a player such as Lou Amundson, who was waived by the Pelicans 

Wednesday, or go after a player like Jason Maxiell, who is stuck at the end of the Magic bench. (Just 

names I'm throwing out). 

Paul Millsap has stepped up to help fill the void but the Hawks could use more help. Elton Brand has 

started all three games without Horford but the Hawks have to mind the 14-plus year veteran's minutes. 

Gustavo Ayon has been inconsistent when healthy. 

Here is the big issue. The Hawks currently have 15 players under contract - 12 guaranteed and three 

non-guaranteed deals. The Hawks have until Jan. 10 to decide on the non-guaranteed contracts of 

Shelvin Mack, Cartier Martin and Mike Scott. 

In addition, general manager Danny Ferry likes to have roster flexibility come the NBA trade deadline, 

which is Feb. 20, to make a move. 

All three non-guaranteed players have made contributions this season. 

- Mack (due $884,293) took the backup point guard position. He has given the Hawks quality minutes, 

hit some big shots and was on the floor, guarding Jordan Crawford, at the end of the win over the Celtics 

Tuesday. 

- Scott (due $788,872) has made big strides from his rookie season. He is one of the two most improved 

players on the roster (with Jeff Teague) and is developing a scoring touch. He can play the power 

forward spot and has seen some time at the small forward position, including a spot start Tuesday. The 

Hawks have an investment in their second-round draft pick. 

- Martin (due $884,293) showed a scoring touch early off the bench. His role has been limited with the 

return of Lou Williams and by a recent ankle injury. He hit to big 3-pointers in the first half against the 

Celtics as the Hawks climbed out of an 18-point deficit when few were shooting well from the perimeter. 

The Hawks will likely wait until closer to the Jan. 10 deadline to make a decision. 



What would you do? 

 


