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James’ 38 help Heat survive without Wade against Hawks 

By Ira Winderman 

MIAMI—  

Paul Millsap and most of his Atlanta Hawks teammates were red hot from the 3-point line. 

Michael Beasley was brought out of the deep freeze. 

And Chris Bosh was nearly knocked cold. 

Through it all, the barometer for the Miami Heat remained what it seemingly always remains: LeBron 

James. 

And so, even with Dwyane Wade again given a night off to rest his sore knees, and with Bosh watching 

most of the finish from the bench with stitches inside his lip, James found a way and, therefore, the Heat 

found a way, albeit requiring a bit of extra time to complete the task. 

With James scoring 38 points on an uncharacteristic 28 shots and adding eight rebounds and six assists, 

while playing without a single turnover in his 45:38, the Heat completed a 5-0 homestand Monday night 

with a 121-119 overtime victory over the Hawks at AmericanAirlines Arena. 

"This," Heat coach Erik Spoelstra said, "is a game where you see his full skill set." 

"That's who he is," Beasley said. "He closes games." 

The Heat were able to overcome an 11-point second half deficit with James outscoring the Hawks 11-10 

in the final 6:30 of regulation. 

Of taking those 28 shots, he said, "I felt the need for it, but I was feeling pretty good." 

"He had to shoulder a much bigger responsibility to score," Spoelstra said. 

But he didn't stand alone. 

Not with Ray Allen converting three free throws with eight seconds left in the fourth quarter, after being 

fouled on a 3-pointer, to close the scoring in regulation. 



Not with Beasley converting a pair of free throws with 9.2 seconds to play to put the Heat ahead for 

good. 

"We were just one play away from putting them away and couldn't do it," Hawks center Al Horford 

exhaled. "Credit to them." 

The Heat won even with the Hawks shooting 17 of 34 on 3-pointers, led by Millsap's 7 of 10 from 

beyond the arc. He entered Monday's game with 13 3-point conversions in the Hawks first 27 games. 

"We were able to stay the course, keep grinding and execute one possession at a time," Spoelstra said of 

his team's comeback. 

For a while, it appeared there would be too much Millsap. Of course, for Millsap this was nothing new 

versus the Heat. He had a 46-point game against the Heat for the Utah Jazz in an overtime victory in 

2010. 

"I think we're the team that started him down that road," Spoelstra said of Millsap's 3-point shooting. 

"You have to credit him." 

The Heat played late in the extra period with neither guard Wade nor Bosh, who took an elbow to the 

face late in regulation from Millsap and retreated to the locker room. 

"I love the taste of blood," he quipped, disappointed he wasn't able to contribute late, although he did 

close with four blocked shots, most by a Heat player this season. 

Bosh returned to defend a late Hawks inbounds play. 

"He probably could have gone in," said Spoelstra, who bypassed the risk with Bosh. 

Instead, he turned to Beasley, who had missed the previous seven games with a hamstring ailment. 

"He gave us a spark there in the fourth quarter," Spoelstra said, with Beasley closing with 10 points and 

seven rebounds in 20 minutes. "He was able to take some of the responsibility. 

"I didn't necessarily know how many minutes I could play him." 

Beasley was gratified by being trusted on so many key late defensive possessions. 



"My rookie year, my second year, I wouldn't have been out there," he said of his initial Heat tenure from 

2009-2010 before being reacquired this offseason as a free agent. 

For James, it was the ultimate team effort, with Allen offering 19 points in place of Wade, and Beasley, 

Roger Mason Jr., Chris Andersen and Norris Cole all also having their moments. 

"It definitely wasn't just me," he said. "The contributions come from Bease coming off the layoff he had, 

Mase and of course Bird, those guys and Norris, those guys always step up." 

A driving runner by Heat point guard Mario Chalmers opened the scoring in overtime. Hawks guard Lou 

Williams and James then traded baskets, leaving the Heat up 115-113. A pair of free throws by Horford 

then tied it. 

That sent James to the line, where he stood 1 of 4 to that stage. With 2:05 left in overtime, he made 

only the first of the two, with Hawks guard Jeff Teague sweeping in for a layup on the other end for a 

117-116 Hawks lead. Teague led the Hawks with 26 points. 

A Horford layup was offset by an Andersen layup, leaving the Hawks up 119-118 with 68 seconds left. 

After a pair of Hawks misses, James fed Beasley, who was fouled by Millsap, who fouled out with those 

9.2 seconds left. 

At 1 of 2 from the line at that stage, Beasley made the first to tie it 119-119, with the game then stopped 

to allow Hawks guard Kyle Korver to deal with a bloody nose. Beasley then made the second foul shot 

for a 120-119 Heat lead. 

With a foul to give, Chalmers fouled Williams, forcing the Hawks to inbound from side court with 2.3 

seconds left, down one. 

The Hawks then lobbed at the rim to Korver, who was off with his attempt, defended by Andersen, who 

was fouled. Andersen then went to line, missing the first, and then making the second to close out the 

scoring. 

After the Heat fell behind by 11 in the third quarter, a 3-point play by Andersen tied it 92-92 with 7:42 to 

play in regulation. 

It went back and forth from there until Millsap scored inside for a 104-99 Hawks lead with exactly two 

minutes to play, with Bosh taking that elbow from Millsap on the play and forced to the locker room. 



An Andersen free throw drew the Heat within 104-100, but Korver then regained his 3-point touch for a 

107-100 Hawks lead, only to see James convert a 3-pointer of his own with 1:28 left in regulation to 

move the Heat within 107-103. 

Later, with Millsap missing on the other end, James converted a 3-pointer to draw the Heat within 107-

106. 

The Heat then fouled Williams, who made both free throws for a 109-106 Atlanta lead with 22.3 seconds 

left in regulation. 

James then dunked to draw the Heat within 109-108 with 14.4 seconds left in regulation. 

Forced to foul, the Heat sent Teague to the line with 14 seconds left in regulation, where he made both 

for a 111-108 Atlanta lead. 

Allen, who missed his first free throw of the night, then was fouled by DeMarre Carroll on an errant 3-

point attempt with 8 seconds to play in regulation. With James urging quiet by waving his arms to 

silence the crowd, Allen made all three to tie the score 111-111. 

The Hawks then went to Millsap, who was defended by Beasley, with Millsap off with an inside attempt 

just before the regulation buzzer. 

With the Heat down 65-54 with 8:11 to play in the third period, Spoelstra turned to Beasley for the first 

time. 

Beasley helped the Heat trim the deficit to three, but the Hawks pushed back behind 3-point shooting 

that had them 15 of 23 at the end of the third quarter. 

That had the Heat down 84-77 entering the fourth quarter, even with James with 23 points through the 

first three periods. Beasley helped keep the Heat close with a 3-pointer later in the third, his only basket 

of the period. 

Millsap went into the fourth quarter 7 of 8 on 3-pointers. 

It looked like it almost was going to be too easy for the Heat, with a 13-0 lead at the outset, the Heat's 

second-largest opening unanswered scoring burst of the season, topped only by an opening 16-0 run in 

a November road victory over the Orlando Magic. 



The Hawks opened 0 for 6 from the field, with six turnovers. 

But while the Heat led 33-23 at the end of the first quarter, the Hawks pushed back to a 54-50 lead at 

halftime, fueled by Korver's 4-of-4 3-point shooting in the first half. Korver's first conversion extended 

his NBA-record streak of games with at least one 3-pointer to 97. 

The Hawks closed the first half 9 of 13 on 3-pointers. 

The Heat are now 4-3 in Wade's absence this season, and 2-1 with Allen as a starter. 

Monday's game concluded a five-game homestand, with the Heat to open a four-game western trip 

Christmas Day against the Los Angeles Lakers at Staples Center. 

 


