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Jeff Teague 20-footer at buzzer lifts Atlanta Hawks to 127-125 double-overtime victory over Cleveland 

Cavaliers 

 

By Mary Schmitt Boyer 

 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Cavaliers kept trying to give away Thursday's game, and the Atlanta Hawks 

finally took it. 

 

Jeff Teague hit a 20-footer that rattled all over the rim and fell through at the buzzer to lift the Hawks to 

a 127-125 double overtime victory at The Q. 

 

"It's disappointing,'' Cavs coach Mike Brown said as his team lost its third straight game and fifth in the 

last six to fall to 10-18. "We had plenty of opportunities to close the game at the end of regulation, at 

end of the first overtime and even at the end of the second overtime. 

 

"But give Atlanta credit. They're a good team. I just felt we made too many mistakes as a group down 

the stretch of regulation and overtime and the second overtime -- not just offensively but defensively as 

well.'' 

 

After going scoreless for the first time in his career at Atlanta three weeks ago, Kyrie Irving finished with 

40 points, 16 in overtime, but he missed a long 3-pointer and then a driving layup near the end of 

regulation and then turned the ball over on an inbounds play with 2.4 seconds left in the first overtime -- 

one of his six turnovers. The Cavs escaped both miscues, but Teague wouldn't let them off the hook a 

third time, tumbling to the court as he got off his big shot. 

 

"I couldn’t even see it, but Kyle [Korver] picked me up and told me what happened,'' said Teague, whose 

3-pointer tied the score at 108-108 with 4.9 seconds left to send the game into the second overtime.  

 

"I’m really happy it went in.'' 

 

Said Irving of the shot, "He made a tough play. It's definitely a heart-breaker. I had some costly 

turnovers. We turned the ball over too much.'' 

 

The Cavs tied their season high with 24 turnovers, but Brown was just as upset with what they did -- or 

did not do -- defensively. 

 

"We still don't understand that we can win games by getting stops,'' Brown said. "That's a big downfall 

of ours….But somehow, someway we've got to figure out that we can't outscore everybody. Every once 

in a while we've got to bear down and get stops.'' 

 

Tristan Thompson had 22 points, and Dion Waiters, back after missing three games with tendinitis in his 

right wrist, relied on his left hand to score 20 points. Anderson Varejao contributed 8 points, 17 

rebounds and a key steal in the final 1:30 of the first overtime. Rookie Matthew Dellavedova made four 

free throws in the final 11.7 seconds of the first overtime. 

 



Teague finished with 34 points and 14 assists for the Hawks, 16-13. Al Horford had 25 points and 8 

rebounds before leaving with a shoulder injury. Paul Millsap had 20 points and 11 rebounds. Korver hit a 

3-pointer with 2:51 left in the third quarter to extend his NBA record to 98 straight games with at least 

one 3-pointer and also made a clutch four-point play in the second overtime. He finished with 20 points. 

 

In an effort to shake up his slumping team, which looked horrible in losses at Chicago on Saturday and 

against Detroit on Monday at The Q, Brown changed his starting lineup, going back to Earl Clark at small 

forward instead of Alonzo Gee. C.J. Miles remained at shooting guard. That group went 1-1 earlier this 

season, one of the eight starting lineups Brown has utilized in 28 games. 

 

"I just want to constantly find ways to get better,'' Brown said. "If we were sitting in the fourth spot or 

the fifth spot and I thought we were playing really good basketball on both ends of the floor, I wouldn't 

be thinking as much about it…. 

 

"We're going to keep pushing the guys to get better and we're going to keep challenging ourselves as a 

staff. But to just sit back and keep watching us play the way we're playing, for me I don't think it's good. 

For the team, it's not good.'' 

 

Though Clark finished with just three points in the first half, the Cavs did look better. They trailed Atlanta 

at halftime, 50-48. In the first matchup between these teams in Atlanta on Dec. 6, the game was over 

after one quarter. 

 

This one was still close through three quarters, in spite of the fact that a couple of steals and layups by 

Teague pushed Atlanta's lead to 76-72 heading into the fourth quarter. 

 

Cleveland used a 16-5 run at the start of the fourth quarter to take an 88-81 lead midway through the 

fourth quarter, but the Hawks got right back into the game with a 10-4 run. With the score tied at 95-95, 

Teague missed a running jumper and Varejao grabbed the rebound with .9 seconds left in regulation. 

After a timeout, Jarrett Jack inbounded to Varejao, who missed a 3-pointer from the top of the key as 

time expired in regulation. 

 

Waiters, who had five turnovers, knew the Cavs let one get away. 

 

"Of course,'' he said, "especially when we laid it on the line line that. We have to close it out -- especially 

at home. 

 

"It's tough, man. We could have put them away a few times. We gave them a lot of second chances. We 

have to do a better job. No excuses.'' 

 


