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Kyle Korver -- great shooter, great teammate -- leads Atlanta Hawks against Cleveland Cavaliers 

By Mary Schmitt Boyer 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Atlanta general manager Danny Ferry describes Kyle Korver in terms every Cavaliers 

fan can understand. 

"Kyle has an old soul,'' Ferry, the former Cavs player and general manager said before the Hawks game 

against the Cavs Thursday night at The Q. "He is a Zydrunas Ilgauskas or Larry Nance type of person and 

teammate. I don't use those names lightly and certainly say that respectfully.'' 

The last time the Cavs saw Korver and the Hawks, on Dec. 6 in Atlanta, Korver set an NBA record by 

making a 3-pointer in 90 straight games. He has extended that record to 97 games coming into 

Thursday's game. 

"He's professional and a great teammate,'' Ferry said. "He works with a purpose and a focus and 

maximizes who he is. He's very diligent, very smart, very focused. I respect him. As we build our culture, 

our environment here in Atlanta, having Kyle back as a part of that was exciting.'' 

Korver re-signed as a free agent with the Hawks last summer, and it's clear how much his teammates 

respect him. During the game against the Cavs, DeMarre Carroll and Jeff Teague passed up wide open 

shots in order to pass the ball to Korver for his chance at setting the record. 

"I wish I would've had the assist….I wanted to go down in history, too,'' Teague told reporters after the 

game. 

After the game, Korver said he was glad that he got the record -- and that he was happy that the fuss 

was over. 

"It's never been about the streak,'' he told reporters. "It's about making the shots you get. I don't want 

to be a high-volume shooter. I try to be efficient. You get a shot, you try to make it. I didn't even know 

this record existed until midway through the year last year when people started talking about it. It's a 

cool thing, but it was never the focus.'' 

He also thanked his teammates. 

"I'm not out there creating shots,'' he said. "I'm a product of good team basketball, of setting screens 

and good passes and floor spacing and all of that. This wouldn't have happened without them. A lot of 

these guys have been here throughout this whole streak. There's a lot of thanks to go around -- players 

who aren't here this year, coaches who aren't here this year, and this group in here. I just said thank 

you.'' 

The rest of the Hawks were thrilled for Korver. 



"His teammates are very happy for him and the coaching staff [as well] mostly because he's a great 

teammate,'' Atlanta coach Mike Budenholzer said. "He's just a person that we all enjoy competing with 

and being around every day. He'a heck of a competitor. He's a heck of a basketball player and he's a 

heck of a shooter. For him to do what he did over the course of [90 games] it's a heck of an effort. We're 

just really pleased for Kyle. We all feel fortunate to be a part of Kyle's night.'' 

Even the Cavs are impressed by Korver's perfect form and smooth shot. Asked if he was the best pure 

shooter in the league, coach Mike Brown said, "If he's not the best, I don't know who is. But what makes 

it so tough with him is his size [6-foot-7]. People underestimate his size. He's a big, strong guy that is not 

afraid of anything. He'll stick his nose in there, get hit in the head when it comes to rebounding or trying 

to defend guys and then the next thing you know, he'll hit you in the face with a 3-pointer. So his skill set 

and his size and his toughness is very, very unique.'' 

Added Jarrett Jack of Korver's pursuit of the record, "It just shows a tremendous level of consistency, a 

tremendous level of professionalism on his part. Obviously that’s something you have to come in and 

work at each and every day. He’s been a guy who stays true to his title. 

"One thing in this league that a lot of young guys don’t understand is you have to try to find a niche in 

this league and try to live up to it as much as you can. He’s done a tremendous job of that.'' 

Cavaliers vs. Hawks 

Time: 7 p.m. Thursday 

TV/radio: Fox Sports Ohio, WTAM AM/1100 

Notable: Hawks clobbered Cavs in last meeting, 108-89, on Dec. 6 in Atlanta as Kyrie Irving went 

scoreless for the only time in his career….Cavs have lost their last two games -- at Chicago and against 

Detroit -- and looked horrible in doing so....Cavs have lost two straight to the Hawks, although they did 

win the last matchup in Cleveland on Jan. 9, 2013. 

 

 


