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Three keys to 127-125 2OT win over Cavaliers 

 

By Chris Vivlamore 

 

A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 127-125 double overtime win over the Cavaliers 

Thursday: 

 

The game-winner: Jeff Teague hit a 2o-foot jump shot on an isolation play that fell through the net - 

after bouncing on the rim for a bit - as time expired. The final two points gave Teague a career-high 34 

points. Teague also finished with 14 assists. He became the first Hawks player to have a 34-point, 14-

assist game since 1985. Eddie Johnson was the last to do it with 34 points and 15 assists in a 114-105 

win over the Celtics on March 1, 1985. 

 

Teague missed chances to win the game at the end of regulation and the end of the first overtime. 

“I really just wanted to get the last shot," Teague said. "They gave me a couple cracks at it. I told Dennis 

(Schroder) if I get another chance I’m going to make it. I just went for it.” 

 

It was the third last-second victory for the Hawks this season as Al Horford won two games. Against the 

Cavaliers, the Hawks trailed by seven points in the fourth quarter, three points in the first overtime 

(until Teague tied it with a 3-pointer with 4.9 seconds left) and five points in the second overtime. 

The final play was meant to be a pick-and-roll but the Cavaliers switched putting Teague on the bigger 

Tristan Thompson. A couple of moves gave Teague the separation for the game-winner. 

 

Paul Millsap in OT: The Hawks' forward scored eight of the Hawks' 13 point in the first overtime period. 

Millsap made the team's first four baskets to keep them in the game. 

 

“I was just attacking, getting to the basket," Millsap said. "I think they were all layups. I had some good 

looks. I was just basically getting the basket and attacking. I saw some lanes that weren’t there in the 

beginning of the game. I just took advantage of it.” 

 

Millsap finished with 20 points. Al Horford (25 points) and Kyle Korver (20) also finished with 20 or more 

points. The Hawks had four players with at least 20 points for the first time since April 17, 2007. In a 

game against the Pacers, Josh Smith (25 points), Tyronn Lue (25), Marvin Williams (23) and Sheldon 

Williams (21) all hit the 20-point mark. 

 

Millsap was especially big after Horford left in the first overtime with a right shoulder injury. Millsap re-

entered the game with 1:55 left in the third quarter and never left. He played the final 23:55 of the 

game. 

 

“I think Paul is an amazing competitor," Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said. "I wouldn’t say this was 

Paul’s best game and I’m not sure I’m a very good coach to say that after he scored eight points in 

overtime. But for him to find a way to will us in that situation, in that moment, when he probably hadn’t 

had his best game it speaks to Paul Millsap and what kind of player he is and what kind of competitor he 

is.” 

 



Lesson learned: The Hawks learned something from Monday's overtime loss to the Heat. The Hawks 

couldn't hold leads in the fourth quarter and overtime in losing to what could have been a statement 

game. They made plays on Thursday as the answered each Cavaliers run. 

 

“I think we talked about the mental toughness that it takes to win games and it takes to finish games," 

Budenholzer said. "That we wanted to challenge ourselves to not forget that we didn’t get it done down 

the stretch the other night (in Miami). Tonight, we wanted to make sure we got it done if we were in 

that situation and going forward we get it done. It takes a lot of mental toughness in a close NBA game. 

There are lots of plays, lots of situations, and that is the challenge to our group." 

 


