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Three keys to 108-89 victory over Cavaliers 

 

By Chris Vivlamore 

 
A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 108-89 win over the Cavaliers Friday: 

 

Kyle Korver: The night belonged to Kyle Korver as he set the NBA record for consecutive games with a 3-

pointer at 90. The Hawks dominated the Cavaliers from the start. However, it was a 3-pointer with 5:29 

left in the first quarter, on an assist from Paul Millsap, that had the crowd on its feet. The Hawks ran a 

video tribute at the next timeout following the record-breaker. They also distributed T-shirts and (pretty 

lame) Korver wigs. 

 

"It’s never been about a streak," Korver said. "It’s about making the shots you get. I don’t want to be a 

high-volume shooter. I try to be efficient. You get a shot and you try to make it. I didn’t even know this 

streak existed until halfway through last year when people started talking about it. It’s a cool thing. It 

was never the focus.” 

 

First quarter: The Hawks jumped out early on the Cavaliers with a 37-point first quarter. You know the 

night is going your way when Millsap hit a 50-footer at the buzzer to end the quarter. The Hawks shot 60 

percent (15 of 25) in the opening period. The Cavaliers managed 30.4 percent (7 of 23). Millsap had 12 

points in the first quarter to pace the effort. The long-range basket was his sixth straight game with a 3-

pointer and he is 10 of 20 during the span. The Cavaliers only lead in the game came at 2-0. 

 

“It’s hard to say that," Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said when asked if the game was the most 

complete of the season. "I think the way we started was really something and positive. Hopefully we can 

build on it. There was a stretch where they went on an 8-0 run and we stemmed the tide a little bit. 

Then they went on another one and cut it to 12. It’s a credit to them. They are a competitive group. 

They are young and they are scrappy. I think we are pleased with a lot of the game but I don’t know if 

it’s our most complete. We are just trying to get better.” 

 

Where's Kyrie?: The Hawks limited Cavs' star guard Kyrie Ivring to zero points (the first of his career) and 

four assists. Irving entered the game averaging more than 25 points in his previous five games against 

the Hawks. Irving played just 5:04 of the second half. Add CJ Miles and the Cavs starting backcourt went 

1-for-17 for three points. 

 

"My shots are just not falling." Irving said. "I'm not shooting the best this year, but I'm getting the shots 

that I want." 

 


