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Budenholzer, with help, finds visitor’s locker room in San Antonio 

 

By Chris Vivlamore 

 
SAN ANTONIO —  

 

You can pardon Mike Budenholzer if he needed directions to the visitor’s locker room at the AT&T 

Center. 

 

Despite spending 19 years in the Spurs organization, the new Hawks coach had never been on that side 

of the arena. He was there Monday as he prepared his team to face the Spurs in his first game in San 

Antonio since he left for Atlanta. 

 

The Hawks arrived in San Antonio very early Sunday morning after traveling from Washington, D.C. It 

afforded Budenholzer a chance to stay with his family, who will remain in San Antonio for the first year 

of his Hawks tenure. 

 

Although the Budenholzers remain in San Antonio they have an allegiance to the Hawks. 

 

“My kids, especially my oldest, are wearing a ton of Atlanta (paraphernalia),” Budenholzer said. “I 

haven’t seen him in any Spurs stuff. Actually my wife, who doesn’t really wear sports paraphernalia, is 

wearing Hawks stuff. 

 

“We all joke that 80 nights a year they can cheer for the Spurs but two nights they are with me all the 

way.” 

 

Budenholzer downplays any emotion in facing the organization where he started as a video assistant or 

facing his friend and mentor Spurs coach Gregg Popovich. 

 

“I’m really just trying to focus on the game and having our group ready,” Budenholzer said. “Obviously, 

there are people to see and talk to and that will be good. The most important thing for me is just to 

focus on the game.” 

 

The teams did play in an exhibition game in Atlanta. 

 

If anyone would know the best way to play the Spurs, it would be the long-time assistant Budenholzer. 

However, Al Horford said his new coach is really just focused on the Hawks. 

 

“Honestly, his mentality is worrying about the Hawks and us going out there executing our game plan 

and principles – which happen to be the same as the Spurs,” Horford said. “It doesn’t matter who we 

play. That’s what I’ve quickly figured out this year. In the past, you would always be concerned with 

other teams and what they are doing. Bud, really, when he says it’s about us and us taking care of our 

business that is the way he looks at it. 

 



“At first, it took me awhile to get used to. I would sit here and say ‘What’s the plan? We need to do 

something.’ He’s like ‘Nope. This is what we believe in. These are our concepts. This is what we’ve got to 

do and we’ve got to go out and do it. Now it makes sense.” 

 

Notes 

 

Kyle Korver missed his fourth straight game as he remained in Atlanta for treatment of a rib contusion. 

… Lou Williams started at shooting guard in place of Korver, getting his second start of the season after 

returning from a torn right ACL. … The Hawks entered Monday having lost 15 straight games in San 

Antonio with their last win coming Feb. 15, 1997. Dominique Wilkins, the Hall of Fame Hawks player, 

scored 11 points as a member of the Spurs that game. 

 


