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Three keys to 109-102 loss to Magic 

By Chris Vivlamore 

ORLANDO -- A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 109-102 loss to the Magic Sunday: 

Late-game turnovers: The Hawks trailed by as many as 12 points. The fought their way back to take a 

one-point lead, 80-79, early in the fourth quarter. It was their first lead since they opened the game with 

a 3-0 advantage. The Hawks led 85-84 on a basket by Shelvin Mack but that would be it. The Magic went 

on a 9-0 run, fueled in part by two straight Hawks turnovers. Soon after, the Magic had another double-

digit lead. 

“We turned it over and we couldn’t get a good shot and we got late in the shot clock," Hawks coach 

Mike Budenholzer said. "I think their defense was good. We talked about needing to move the ball a 

little bit and set better screens. When we were driving and getting to the paint good things were 

happening. There was that little stretch there where we couldn’t get to the paint, we could attack. They 

got deflections and steals.” 

Fatigue: The Hawks did not want to use it as an excuse but it was clear they were tired. After playing 

three straight overtime games, including one Saturday night against the Bobcats, the Hawks came out 

flat. They shot just 32 percent (7 of 22) in the first quarter. They expended much of their energy to get 

back in the game in the fourth quarter and then faltered down the stretch. 

“We give them credit," Elton Brand said. "They made shots and they played hard. I don’t want to say 

they won because of fatigue. I think they are better than their record looks like. They are a pretty 

talented team. Guys were tired. Three overtime games. Travelling. An early game today. As much as 

fatigue played a part, them being a pretty good team played a part in it as well.” 

Transition: The Hawks were not good in transition - offensively or defensively. The Magic held a 46-26 

advantage in points in the paint, a number of those baskets coming in transition. The Magic finished 

with a 22-13 advantage in fast break points. Budenholzer was also not pleased the with Hawks transition 

offense. Brand recounted several plays where the Hawks had numbers on the break and couldn't finish. 

"I think it wasn’t one of our sharpest games and there are lots of areas to improve," Budenholzer said. 

"Defensively, our transition defense, if we let them score it’s going to put a lot of pressure on us. Our 

half-court defense at times was good. Our transition offense going the other way, I think we need to 

improve significantly there." 

 


