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Game Thread: Martin, Ayon out vs. Kings 

By Chris Vivlamore 

I'm back at it - with a huge thank you to the great Steve Hummer for helping me Monday against the 

Lakers. 

On to the business of the day: 

*As I first reported this morning, the Hawks will be without Cartier Martin (left ankle sprain) and 

Gustavo Ayon (left ankle sprain, left leg contusion) for tonight's game against the Kings. They are also 

doubtful for Friday's game against the Jazz. Martin had a pronounced limp following today's 

shootaround. 

* I am looking into the rumors that the Hawks are talking to the Rockets about Omer Asik. Nothing to 

report. I, again, caution that you have to be careful about where, when and why such rumors are out 

there. You have to think about who has something to gain - and I have to do my due dillegence and 

report the story out. Not saying the Hawks are not interested in Asik. I believe there has probably been a 

conversation. But I don't think a trade will be at a premium price. I highly doubt the Hawks will part with 

a first-round pick, like they could have from the Nets that may be in the lottery. Paul Millsap, and his 

attractive contract, are not likely to be in the mix, in my opinion. 

* On to the Kings. They now feature Rudy Gay since the Hawks won in Sacramento in Novemember. 

DeMarcus Cousins is a concern. But perhaps the Hawks' biggest worry is guard Isaiah Thomas, who put 

up 26 points off the bench in the 105-100 Hawks' win Nov. 5. 

"Rudy Gay is a very, very good player, a big-time scorer and can create his shot," coach Mike 

Budenholzer said. "He is a real matchup problem with his size and length and abilities. He gives them 

another guy they can go to and create scoring for himself and for others. There is still a big emphasis on 

DeMarcus Cousins inside and now Isaiah Thomas is the clear cut point guard. He plays a lot of minutes. 

He’s very good in the pick-and-roll. He’s very good in transition. He’s a leader. It seems like it has created 

a good situation where there is more clarity for the whole group." 

Budenholzer went on to say Thomas is a "priority." 

* I asked Budenholzer about GM Danny Ferry's recent radio interview where he stated he feels the 

Hawks have left some wins on the table this season. 

"I guess every team feels that way so I’ll put a little asterisk there," Budenholzer said. "Yes (we left some 

wins on the table), for the way the guys have competed, our group has played hard and given ourselves 

opportunities to win games. We just haven’t pulled out a couple perhaps we all would have wished and 

had a little more success or reward for how the guys have played and how the guys have competed. We 

really like our group and we feel like we have competed and played hard. We believe if you do that on a 

regular basis the end results are going to be good. We wish the end results with a little bit better a 

couple nights, if not more." 



* I also asked Budenholzer about comments made to me by Kyle Korver following Saturday's loss to the 

Knicks. Korver said the Hawks had to learn to be more tough when it comes to playing in difficult 

situations - like the second game of back-to-backs in New York. 

"That was a tough night," Budenholzer said. "We wanted a lot of things that night, including toughness 

and taking care of the ball. At the root, if we could get tougher than we are. I don’t think, hopefully, he is 

not speaking of it as a weakness but as an area where we can push that limit, push that envelope, get 

even tougher individually and as a group. Whether we are playing a back-to-back, or four in five nights, 

or on the road, or at home, we talk a lot about doing what we do and that is compete and play hard. But 

they are human. But I want them to be less human. I want them to be tougher. I want them to push 

even harder and be a little bit different than probably your standard NBA team. When we talk about we 

wish we had a few more wins, I think we have been tough and competed and we would all probably feel 

better with a couple more wins and a couple less losses. That night in New York they were the more 

aggressive team and that was not a night that any of else felt good about." 

* I missed Elton Brand's key 17 minutes against the Lakers when he had eight points, seven rebounds 

and three blocked shots. I asked him about it Wednesday. 

"(I had) an opportunity to go out there and play and get into a rhythm," Brand said. "I got open for a few 

shots. When you get one shot here, one shot there you don’t get into a flow offensively but you do what 

you can defensively, whatever it takes to help the team. I just got a few shots. 

"I just bring energy, especially defensively. I just try to call out the other team’s plays because I’ve seen 

them all before. Communicate out there defensively. Offensively, play unselfish and help get the ball to 

the guys who are scoring." 

It is interesting to note that the Hawks are 8-3 when Brand plays more than 10 minutes. Those minutes 

usually come against a taller and heavier opponent at center. 

"My body feels good," Brand said. "I look forward to it. I see a big body coming in, I say 'Maybe I can get 

some minutes.' I’m chomping at the bit and maybe I can play. I think we will be better off in the long run 

once everybody familiarizes themselves with what the roles will be for late in the season and, if we 

continue as we are doing, get to the playoffs and narrow in." 

* Hawks players Pero Antic, Shelvin Mack, Paul Millsap and Mike Scott will visit Children's Healthcare of 

Atlanta Thursday. They will be part of a holiday celebration that will include arts and crafts, games, gifts 

and photos. 

 


