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Three keys to 101-92 loss to Thunder 

By Chris Vivlamore 

 
A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 101-92 loss to the Thunder Tuesday: 

 

Second-quarter woes: The Hawks were outscored 11-3 by the Thunder in the final 3:21 of the first half. 

Only a Lou Williams 3-pointer got the Hawks on the board. The Thunder turned a two-point advantage 

into a nine-point halftime lead, 48-39, and the Hawks could never fully recover. The Hawks were 1-for-4 

with two turnovers during the stretch. How bad was it? Kyle Korver missed both free-throw attempts 

after being fouled. 

 

"The hole was too big, I guess," Korver said. "We played well in stretches. We played really poorly in 

some other stretches. We had a couple stretches during the game where we just couldn't et a good shot 

off. We're missing and they're getting the ball on the fast break and they're a hard team to stop in 

transition." 

 

Free throws: Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer had two keys coming into the game - stop the Thunder in 

transition and keep them off the free-throw line. The Thunder went to the free-throw line 28 games, 

including 18 in the first half. Kevin Durant scored a game-high 30 points, making 11 of his 15 free 

attempts. 

 

“That was one of the talking points at halftime," Budenholzer said. "They had 18 free throws at halftime. 

I think we did a lot of good things defensively but they had 18 free throws at half so obviously 10 in the 

second half is a better job. That is such an important area when you are playing Oklahoma City. The 

fastbreak points were pretty good considering we weren’t hitting on all cylinders offensively. When you 

are not playing well offensively it puts a lot of pressure on your transition defense. I wish we were a little 

better keeping them off the free-throw line, particularly in the first half." 

 

Paul Millsap: The Hawks forward continued to strong offensive efforts of late. He led the Hawks with a 

double-double of 23 points and 12 rebounds. Even Millsap struggled, shooting 5 of 18 from the field en 

route to his point total. He made all 11 free-throw attempts, a career-high. Millsap is averaging 20.4 

points and 11.8 rebounds in last five games. He has also made a 3-pointer in seven straight games and is 

12-for-24 from beyond the arc during the stretch. 

 

 


