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Three keys to 107-97 win over Clippers 

 

By Chris Vivlamore 

 
A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 107-97 win over the Clippers Wednesday: 

 

Pace of play: The Hawks picked up their pace in Monday's loss to the Spurs. They insisted that despite 

the defeat it was something they could build on. They did Wednesday. The Clippers led for a total of 16 

seconds, 2-0, as the Hawks ran, moved the ball, knocked down shots and played in transition. Several 

Hawks players said it was the best full game they have played this season. 

 

“I think the pace and the purposed we played with our last couple of games has been what we want it to 

be," coach Mike Budenholzer said. " To be honest, it starts with defense. If you are taking the ball out of 

the net a lot, it’s hard. I thought we got enough stops. I thought we gang rebounded. We are able to get 

out and run. We executed our motion pretty good. Then we were able to execute some half-court 

traditional sets and looks. It was a little mix of everything. I think the pace is always something we will 

be harping on and make a priority.” 

 

Korver and the 3-pointers: Kyle Korver hit a 3-pointer 30 seconds into the game. It gave the Hawks a 

lead they would not relinquish. It also tied the record for consecutive games with a 3-pointer at 89. He 

can break the record Friday against the Cavaliers. It wasn't just Korver. The Hawks made a season-best 

12 3-pointers and shot a season-best .522 from long range. Korver made 6 of 9 3-pointers en route to a 

season-high 23 points. 

 

“I was just trying to get that one out of the way," Korver said. "I’m just trying to be aggressive. A lot of 

other teams have focused on it. It’s been hard for me to get shots the last couple of games. I wanted to 

be aggressive. I was glad it went down and we could just play the rest of the game.” 

 

Defense: The Hawks pace of play started with a strong defensive effort, according to coach Mike 

Budenholzer. The Clippers got 24 points from Blake Griffin but the Hawks limited the other big men. 

DeAndre Jordan had just six points and Jared Dudley had nine points as frontcourt starters. Paul Millsap 

took the challenge of Griffin and scored a game-high 25 points, several times blowing by the the 

forward. Millsap said the Hawks scouting report was to limit the Clippers lobs and plays at the rim. The 

Hawks defense fueled the offense. 

 

“I think the pace and the purposed we played with our last couple of games has been what we want it to 

be," Budenholzer said. "To be honest, it starts with defense. If you are taking the ball out of the net a lot, 

it’s hard. I thought we got enough stops. I thought we gang rebounded. We are able to get out and run. 

We executed our motion pretty good. Then we were able to execute some half-court traditional sets 

and looks. It was a little mix of everything. I think the pace is always something we will be harping on 

and make a priority.” 

 


