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Three keys to 102-100 loss to Spurs 

 

By Chris Vivlamore 

 

SAN ANTONIO -- A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 102-100 loss to the Spurs Monday: 

 

Tim Duncan: The 37-year-old Spurs power forward had 23 points and 21 rebounds. The biggest two 

points came on his jump shot with .4 seconds remaining to break a 100-all tie after Jeff Teague hit a 

clutch 3-pointer. Duncan got free for his game-winner after teammate Marco Belinelli set a pick on Al 

Horford. DeMarre Carroll made a run at Duncan in a last-gasp effort to defend the play. 

 

“They did a good job running that play," Horford said. "They had guys flying all over the place. Belinelli 

came and set a pin-down on me. At that time, I called the switch. If I had to do it again, I may have tried 

to chase down Duncan but Belinelli got me pretty good. I have to give him credit. That’s how he was 

able to get free and get that shot up.” 

 

Missed 3-pointers: The Hawks went 11-for-31 from 3-point range in the game as part of their 96 shot 

attempts. The Spurs went 6-for-18 from long range as part of their 78 shots. The Hawks held a 

significant advantage in shot attempts with the help of 19 forced turnovers (that led to 23 points). If the 

Hawks get a couple of those 3-pointers to fall and they don't suffer the tough loss with Duncan's jumper. 

 

"Tim Duncan makes a big shot," Jeff Teague said. "He’s been doing it for years. We had our 

opportunities. That’s all you can ask for on the road against a very good team." 

 

Better pace: The Hawks did play with much better pace then their previous two games, when the fell 

behind by 17 and 18 points. The guard play of Teague, Lou Williams and Shelvin Mack enabled the 

Hawks to push the ball. After struggling offensively the past two games, they put up 100 points against a 

Spurs team that entered the game second in the NBA in points allowed at 91.2. The improved pace, 

nearly to a man, was the biggest take-away for the Hawks. 

 

“We stayed true to our execution," DeMarre Carroll said. "We were running the plays with good pace. 

We were going to our second and third options on plays and not just settling for jumpers. It worked out. 

We hit a lot of shots. We have to take this game, even though it’s a loss, and continue to improve on it. 

 

"To be able to stand toe-to-toe with them, and it’s basically their system, we are working toward 

something bigger and better.” 

 

 


