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Game Thread: High praise from Spolestra 

By Chris Vivlamore 

MIAMI -- The Hawks prepare to snap an eight-game losing streak to the Heat tonight. Before the game, 

Heat coach Erik Spoelstra was asked (by Bob Rathbun) how the Hawks have changed since the teams 

played in November. 

Here is what he had to say: 

“I’m really impressed with them," Spoelsta said. "I am. I mentioned this to our team today, I’m as 

impressed with them right now as any team we’ve played so far in terms of their improvement. You can 

see a very specific system and style of how they are trying to play and how fast that has been 

implemented. You know this team is going to continue to get better and they will be a much different 

time springtime. 

"While everybody is criticizing the Eastern Conference, we are already starting to see how some teams 

are starting to emerge. It’s a long season. This team has a high ceiling. We haven’t fallen asleep on the 

progress that they have made. 

"They are scoring the ball very easily right now. They move the ball great. We don’t think it’s a 

coincidence that the top three (teams) in assists right now are them, San Antonio, us. It changes 

depending on the day. I think Mike (Budenholzer) has done an outstanding job implementing that 

system. The ball moves. They have attackers. They have cutters. They have a great 3-point shooters. 

Now that Lou Williams is back you have another guy who can put the ball on the floor. They have a lot of 

different components that absolutely fit the system. While the average fan might overlook that, we 

don’t. We see the many compromising situations they can put you in.” 

Also: 

* I asked Budenholzer, considering what Spoelstra said, did he consider beating the Heat as a statement. 

"Not a statement," Budenholzer said. "They are just one of the best teams in the league and they are 

really going to test whoever they play. Any team that is fortunate enough to beat a team like Miami it’s 

… they are one of the best defensive teams in the league. They play with incredible pace on offense, 

incredible execution. So, it’s not a statement. It’s really a test. Our guys will be challenged on both ends. 

We are looking forward to it." 

* The Hawks committed 24 turnovers in the loss to the Heat in November. Budenholzer said limiting 

turnovers is a top priority for a team to have a chance against the Heat. 

"They turn teams over a lot," Budenholzer said. "There are so many stats they are number one it. I think 

they are number one in creating steals. They are number one in creating turnovers. They are number 

one in scoring points off the turnovers. It’s not just us. It’s everybody. If you can take care of the ball it 

will at least give you a chance to be in the game. But those turnovers and those runs they go on because 



of those turnovers, it really gives them that separation on a lot of nights. Taking care of the ball and 

valuing the ball is important but it’s very easy to say and very difficult to do." 

* The Hawks will have Paul Millsap and Lou Williams for this meeting. Both missed the November 

matchup. I asked Budenholzer for tangible ways the Hawks will be different against the Heat with the 

addition of the two players. 

"They are both good decision makers," Budenholzer said. "Lou gives us a second pick-and-roll player. 

Paul can get the ball and make decisions against rotations and make passes and can score. He’s been 

one of our best players all year." 

* Budenholzer was asked about the number of 3-point attempts from Al Horford considering the career 

numbers that Millsap has already put up this season. 

"I’m a little disappointed the Al hasn’t shot more (3-pointers)," he said. "He’s made a couple. Each time 

he makes one I tell him he’s got more in him." 

* As I posted earlier, Gustavo Ayon had his status upgraded to questionable. He will dress and be 

available. Ayon (left ankle sprain, leg contusion) had missed six straight games with the injury. Cartier 

Martin (left ankle sprain) missed his third straight game. Budenholzer would not say if he expects Ayon 

to play. Dwyane Wade is inactive for the Heat. Ray Allen will start in his place. 

* Finally, DeMarre Carroll is paying the December natural gas bills of four personally selected families for 

the holidays, totaling $1,500. The families are all SCANA Energy customers and reside in Atlanta, 

Douglasville, Ellenwood and Roswell. Carroll has been paying the gas bills of families in need each 

holiday season since his first year in the league in 2009 as a tribute to his grandmother. 

“My grandmother is from the hood and she used to take care of a lot of people’s bills even though she 

was struggling herself,” Carroll said. “That was her good deed. Ever since she did that I told myself that 

whatever I made it I was going to take care of people who are less fortunate than me.”  

 


