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Three keys to 118-85 win over Jazz 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 118-85 win over the Jazz Friday: 

Early start: The Hawks held the Jazz to 26 percent shooting (6 of 23) in the first quarter as they jumped 

to a 14-point lead. Al Horford scored the Hawks first three baskets and eight of their first 10 points. The 

lead would grow to has many as 21 points in the second quarter. The Hawks established a new season 

low by holding the Jazz to 34 first-half points, five less than the 39 they allowed the Raptors in 

November. They would tie a season-low in points allowed at 85. 

The Hawks continued to share the basketball and finished with 32 assists. It was the third straight game 

with more than 30 assists. The NBA's top team in assists have had 20 or more assists in 25 of their 27 

games. 

"That is what we need to keep doing, pass the basketball, share the basketball," Paul Millsap said. "It’s 

sad to say that our offense dictates our defense. Which it shouldn’t be. Once our offense is clicking it 

helps our defense out a lot." 

Lou Williams: Williams came off the bench to score 25 points, including a career-high tying six made 3-

pointers. Williams scored 27 points against the Knicks Saturday but had just five against the Lakers 

Monday and two against the Kings Wednesday. He was not happy about the limited production. 

“I just made shots - talking myself into making shots and playing with a lot more confidence," Williams 

said. "After having two points the other night, I got some extra shooting in. I was just concentrating on 

having a good game for the next one. I was glad that it was able to pay off.” 

Get a lead, keep a lead: The Hawks have struggled this season with maintaining leads. They have turned 

games that should have been comfortable wins into nail-biting victories. They have lost games in which 

they held double-digit leads. Against the Jazz, the Hawks led by 14 in the first quarter. The lead was 21 in 

the second quarter, 31 in the third quarter and got as much as 33 in the fourth quarter. 

“I like the mentality and the focus that our group came out with tonight," Hawks coach Mike 

Budenholzer said. "They were able to maintain it. That has been one of our talking points, things we 

have wanted to improve. I think it was one of those nights where they just couldn’t make a shot and we 

were fortunate in that sense. I do like the mentality that our group came out with tonight.” 

Millsap said it may be too early but he hopes the Hawks are learning to develop an instinct to put the 

opposition away. 

“I want to say that we are learning, learning from our mistakes, but I don’t want to get too far ahead of 

myself," he said. "I feel like we are learning from our mistakes the last few games. We’ve had big leads 

and teams were able to come back on us and make a game of it. Hopefully we are learning.” 

 


