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Three Keys to 108-101 loss to Wizards 

By Chris Vivlamore 

WASHINGTON - A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 108-101 loss to the Wizards Saturday: 

 

An 18-point deficit: The Hawks fell behind by 18 points, one night after falling behind by 17 points in a 

comeback win over the Mavericks. Coach Mike Budenholzer praised his team's fight and character 

following the game in nearly erasing another large deficit. He may like the compete in his team but they 

can not continue to fall behind by such large margins. 

 

“Nope, that is a fact," Budenholzer said. "I don’t like falling behind by 17 or 18.” 

 

Turnovers: The Wizards entered the game seventh in the NBA is creating turnovers, forcing 279 in 16 

games. They forced the Hawks into 17 turnovers Saturday that led to 18 points. Several of the Hawks 

turnovers came down the stretch after they had cut an 18-point deficit to two. 

 

“That is one of the things they are great at," Budenholzer said of the Wizards. "You have to give them 

credit. They create those turnovers. I think we can do a better job of taking care of the ball. We can 

make quicker, better decisions – shoot it, pass it, drive it. But they’re a part of the reason we turned it 

over and we knew that coming into the game." 

 

3-pointers: The Hawks had trouble with the Wizards from long-range all night. The Wizards shot 50 

percent from 3-point range (12 of 24). That was better than the Hawks shot from the field at 44.4 

percent (36 of 81), including 7 of 17 from 3-point range. Martell Webster and Trevor Ariza each made 

five 3-pointers. Nearly every time the Hawks made a significant cut into the Wizards' lead, they hit a 3-

pointer to kill the comeback. 

 

“They killed us shooting those corner 3’s," Al Horford said. "I think that was the biggest difference in the 

game.” 

 


