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Raptors ragged in falling to Atlanta Hawks 

By Doug Smith 

ATLANTA—Momentary lapses in concentration, a little shoulder drooping, some head hanging, some 

looks of askance as things go awry. 

 

Those are the hallmarks of a fragile basketball team, one that can’t seem to stem the tide fast enough, 

one that plays skittishly or poorly and can’t seem to handle a wee bit of adversity. 

 

They have been trademarks of the Raptors for quite some time and if a 102-95 loss to the Atlanta Hawks 

here Friday proved anything, it’s that the problem has not been resolved. 

 

A 13-2 Hawk run in the final three minutes of the second quarter was the decisive stretch, one of those 

periods where the Raptors simply couldn’t make the big — or the right — play when it mattered. 

Sure, there was an obligatory run in the final quarter to cut an 18-point deficit down to five but the 

damage — as has so often been the case — had been done. 

 

“I think we got over-anxious,” Kyle Lowry said of the crucial period in the game. 

 

But if there is some solace, it’s that the Raptors recognized the problem and took individual 

responsibility. There was no finger pointing or sideways stares, they knew they screwed up and held 

themselves accountable. 

 

“They made tough shots, they got to the line, they played great defence at that point,” said Rudy Gay. 

“They ran us in transition, we didn’t get back. Personally, I don’t think I helped a lot.” 

 

Gay suffered through a wretched night offensively, hitting just six of 23 field goals and finishing with 14 

points. And if it seemed at times like he was perhaps pressing the issue, it was in some ways okay with 

his coach. 

 

“He missed some shots, it’s going to happen, baseball players . . . go 0-for-4,” said Dwane Casey. “I 

believe in Rudy, he’s going to make those shots. That’s going to happen, teams are loading up on him 

and I thought DeMar (DeRozan) came in and did a heckuva job in the second half.” 

 

DeRozan did have a wonderful second half, with 23 of his game-high 31 points coming after the 

intermission. 

 

“He had a rough first half,” Casey said of DeRozan. “DeMarre Carroll was into him, they were sending 

bodies at him, but instead of getting his head down he got going in the second half, looked to attack, got 

to the rim which opened up his jump shot . . . and I thought that was the difference for him.” 

 

But it was for naught — he was also defending Kyle Korver a lot and Korver lit the Raptors up for five 3-

pointers and 17 points — as the Raptors fell to 1-1 on the season. 

 



“There’s 82 games, 80 games left,” said Gay. “You’re not going to play every game like that. It’s up to 

how you turn it around and how you play next game. 

 

“We’re going to play a lot better than today I can guarantee that.” 

 

He also guaranteed he would. 

 

“It wasn’t that easy for me tonight,” he said. “I have to go back to the drawing board and think about 

different ways I can attack and get better and help this team win.” 

 

The Raptors clawed back in the game by using a small lineup that did not include Jonas Valanciunas, who 

played only 18 minutes and had just four points. Valanciunas sat the entire fourth quarter in favour of 

Landry Fields in a small Toronto lineup. 

 

“The game was so fast,” said Casey. “He (Valanciunas) is guarding power forwards in (Paul) Millsap and 

also with (Al) Horford. That was the issue. 

 

“The game was so fast, we were trying to find a matchup for him and it was up and down. We had to go 

small ansd get him out of there and keep up with them in transition.” 

 


