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Magic stop losing streak to Hawks with 109-92 win 

 

By Brian Schmitz 

 
ATLANTA — Considering their track record against the Atlanta Hawks, the last thing the Magic needed 

was to have to make three lineup changes in one night, including one at halftime. 

 

The Magic pulled it off with a crazy good third period, perhaps their best quarter of the season. 

 

They beat Atlanta 109-92 on Tuesday night, stopping an 11-game losing streak against the Hawks and 

halting a seven-game skid at Philips Arena. 

 

The Magic (5-9) hadn't beaten the Hawks here since 2009. Their last win against Atlanta was on Nov. 8, 

2010. 

 

Players were coming and going before the Magic won their first road game of the season and put an end 

to a four-game slide. 

 

Magic coach Jacque Vaughn had announced a new starting lineup before the game that included Glen 

Davis at power forward and Tobias Harris at small forward. 

 

But when Harris' left ankle proved too sore for him to play during pre-game warm-ups, Vaughn had to 

scratch that idea and re-insert rookie Victor Oladipo. Vaughn had planned to sit Oladipo, along with 

Maurice Harkless, to put in Davis and Harris. 

 

Little did Vaughn know that he'd have to get out his eraser again after Oladipo picked up his fourth foul 

with under three minutes left until halftime. 

 

Finally, something worked out in the Magic's favor against the Hawks. 

 

E'Twaun Moore started for Oladipo in the third quarter --- and all Moore did was help arouse a team 

that had been sleepwalking through the first half. 

 

The Magic trailed by eight at 59-51 until Moore hit three consecutive baskets in a seven-point spree and 

got a steal, cutting the deficit to three. 

 

Moore's short jumper trimmed Atlanta's lead to one. Arron Afflalo's 3-pointer gave the Magic a 67-65 

lead, one they would not relinquish. All in all, the Magic blitzed the Hawks 36-20 in the third, hitting 15 

of 24 shots (62.5 percent). 

 

Afflalo had 10 in the quarter and Moore nine. Jameer Nelson added seven points, shrugging off a listless 

opening half and recording eight of his 10 assists. 

 

Afflalo led the way with 26 points while Oladipo and Andrew Nicholson added 18 points apiece. Moore 

and Nik Vucevic finished with 12 each as the Magic shot 50.6 percent for the game. 



 

The Magic decided to play defense, too, holding the Hawks to 8-of-20 shooting (40 percent) in the third 

period. 

 

"Our guys decided to buckle down and get stops," Vaughn said. "It was fun to be a part of. We're still not 

healthy. We thought we were going to be healthy at the beginning on the game and it turned out not to 

be so with Tobias, but our guys stepped up." 

 

The young season has been a laboratory of sorts for Oladipo. 

 

The game against the Hawks was another "learning lesson," said Vaughn. Vaughn wanted to see how 

the rookie would handle playing after picking up his third foul with three minutes, 14 seconds left in the 

second quarter. Vaughn said he simulates foul situations with players during practice. 

 

But this was the real thing, and Oladipo was whistled for his fourth foul 21 seconds later. Fortunately for 

the Magic, Moore gave them more. 

 

"Yeah, I didn't know it, but I was told, 'You're in.' I just try to bring energy and give us an extra boost," 

Moore said. 

 

Afflalo said Moore's play keyed the win and allowed the Magic to finally escape the Hawks' clutches. 

 

"E'Twaun has that young energy and he really dug us out of that hole," Afflalo said. "He kind of kick-

started our effort." 

 


