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Exclusive: Al Horford Talks NBA, Charity, & Married Life With Former Miss Universe, Amelia Vega 

 

By Jesus Trivino Alarcon 

 

The Atlanta Hawks Dominican bigman discusses his charity work with Basketball Without Borders, being 

married to former Miss Universe, Amelia Vega, and Latinos in the NBA. 

 

Tell us about the NBA’s Baskteball Without Borders.  

 

We did these basketball camps in each continent and this was my third time doing it with them. This 

time I was in South Africa. We did a camp for these high school kids and also did a lot of community 

outreach while we were out there. It was pretty special. The moment that stood out was when we went 

to the SOS Children’s Village. SOS is an organization that places orphans with foster families; there were 

like eight to 10 kids per house. We spent time with them and donated different things. That event was 

the most gratifying for sure. 

 

How did meet your wife, former Miss Universe, Amelia Vega? 

 

We met about six years ago. I was at the Latin Pride Awards in Boston, that’s where we met. We actually 

started dating four years after that. We were doing a campaign for children with cancer and we were 

spokespeople for the cause, we met there again and that’s where we started dating. 

 

When did you know you were going to marry her? 

 

It was pretty quick for me. We started dating and became pretty obvious that she was the right person 

for me. It just felt right. I would always make fun of people, or wouldn’t believe something like that was 

true. I felt right with her and I knew that I wanted to marry her. 

 

How’s married life? 

 

Married life is awesome, we really enjoy each other’s company. We get to travel together a lot of the 

time especially in the summer. We’re building something special—our lives together. 

 

 

 

What is the sweetest thing you’ve done for her? 

 

For her birthday last year, I flew down her two cousins that are like sisters to her and her best friend. On 

the day of her birthday I had a game so we’re having lunch before I have to go to the arena and I had my 

friend pick them up at the airport and I actually put them in plastic bags in front of out house. I think we 

put a ribbon on them. She goes outside and she starts freaking out, “What’s going on? What’s going 

on?!” I actually pulled it off without tipping her off; her friends never said anything to her. She was super 

excited and super grateful. Plus, we won the game! We had a big party at the house to celebrate her 

birthday in style. 

 



I read that her uncle is legendary Dominican musician, Juan Luis Guerra.  

 

We grew up with Juan Luis Guerra! I grew up watching him and listening to his music and I actually met 

him before we were even together. He came to Atlanta for a concert, and came up to me backstage and 

he said, ‘Hey I’m a big fan of yours!’ and I’m like, ‘What? No way!’ We even got married at his house! 

That’s where the wedding was. 

 

What can we expect from you and the Atlanta Hawks this season? 

 

It’s very exciting. We have a lot of changes and new faces this year and we have a chance to be good. 

 

Is your team good enough to beat the Miami Heat? 

 

You go into it saying we have to beat the Heat, but even if we beat them, it doesn’t do anything it’s just 

one game. Yeah, you want to beat them for sure, but this season we’re going to be the best team that 

we can be. 

 

You, Carmelo Anthony, and the Gasol brothers (Marc & Pau) are probably the biggest Latino names in 

the NBA. What do you think is the future for Latinos in the NBA? 

 

I’m actually starting to see more players coming from our countries. Even here in the States there is a lot 

of Latin guys who are playing college basketball. It’s harder to get to this level, but I definitely see some 

growth. Probably in the next 10 years you’re going to see a lot more Latinos in the NBA. 

 


