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Atlanta 93, Detroit 85: Defense and Smith struggle against Hawks 

 

By Vince Ellis 

 

ATLANTA — After spending nine seasons with his hometown Atlanta Hawks, Josh Smith couldn’t even 

downplay the importance of Wednesday night. 

 

After admitting the game was important to him personally, Smith struggled in his return to Atlanta, and 

the Pistons fell to Hawks, 93-85. 

 

The Pistons’ defensive struggles returned as they allowed the Hawks to shoot 50.7% from the field. 

 

But Smith was in good spirits afterward, chatting with members of the Atlanta media as he dressed. 

 

And he admitted that the main emotion he felt was relief that the spotlight will be off a little the next 

time the Pistons return in late January. 

 

“Yeah, yeah,” Smith said to laughter when asked if it was best to get it over with. “It’s over with. We can 

all move on and focus on everything else that revolves around basketball except for me coming home.” 

 

The Hawks’ frontline of Paul Millsap, DaMarre Carroll and Al Horford outplayed the Pistons’ much-hyped 

group of Smith, Andre Drummond and Greg Monroe. 

 

The Hawks’ trio combined for 40 points and 22 rebounds. 

 

Drummond had another double with 10 points and 12 rebounds, but Monroe struggled with seven 

points and four rebounds in 34 minutes. 

 

Smith finished with 11 points on 5-for-15 shooting as the Hawks crowd implored him to shoot every 

time he touched the ball. Smith’s shot selection has been much maligned throughout his career. 

 

It’s hard to know if he pressed because of the occasion, but he didn’t play well. 

 

“Nah, I was good,” Smith said when asked if he tried to force the action. “I took the shots that I normally 

take; they just weren’t able to drop tonight.” 

 

Both teams were on back-to-backs, but the Hawks had more energy down the stretch with a 24-11 run 

in the fourth quarter deciding matters. 

 

Pistons coach Maurice Cheeks was hit with two technical fouls at the 2:36 mark of the fourth quarter to 

earn his first ejection as coach of the Pistons. 

 

“Nothing, just got them, just a little frustration,” Cheeks said when asked what bothered him. 

 

Rodney Stuckey had another solid game for the Pistons with 18 points before fouling out. 



 

After a strong first half, the Hawks took him away with aggressive double teams. 

 

After a slow first quarter were neither team shot over 30%, both teams got going in the second quarter. 

 

Stuckey scored 12 points in the second as the Pistons shot 61.9% 

 

But the Hawks shot even better at 75%. 

 

The Pistons took a 46-43 halftime lead when Brandon Jennings had a personal 8-2 run. A 9-footer and 

consecutive triples — the last coming with 27 second remaining in the half. 

 

 


