
PUBLICATION: Detroit Free Press DATE: 11/22/13 

 
Atlanta 96, Detroit 89: Pistons lose; Josh Smith benched for missing practice, scoreless 

 

By Vince Ellis 

 
Now it’s getting strange. 

 

The Pistons fell to 4-8 on the season tonight with a 96-89 loss to the Atlanta Hawks at the Palace. 

 

With the way the Pistons have been playing so far that isn’t surprising.  

 

But after not starting Josh Smith, Pistons coach Maurice Cheeks revealed that he benched Smith 

because he missed Thursday’s practice after Wednesday night’s loss at Atlanta. 

  

“I called a practice and he didn’t get back to practice,” Cheeks said. “I called it and he couldn’t get back 

to the practice.” 

  

Kyle Singler started in his place and scored a game-high 22 points, but the Pistons fell to 3-3 at the 

Palace. 

  

The Pistons played the Knicks at home Tuesday night and at Atlanta (Smith’s hometown) on Wednesday 

night. Typically teams get the day off after back-to-backs and it’s customary for players to remain behind 

in their hometowns for brief visits in such situations. 

  

But Cheeks said he decided to practice on the team flight back from Atlanta and when Smith didn’t 

return, Cheeks made the call minutes before Friday night’s game when he informed the team. 

  

“He just didn’t get back,” Cheeks said when asked what was the reason Smith gave for not making 

practice. 

  

Smith, along with most of the team, wasn’t available after the game. He was scoreless on 0-for-7 

shooting in 19 minutes. Cheeks said Smith was probably starting going forward, but “nothing is written 

in stone.” 

  

But he added: “C’mon, Josh is one of our top players. He’s not going to be on that bench.” 

  

Singler and Andre Drummond said the decision came right before game time.  

 

“Well we need to practice,” Singler said. “Basically in my eyes it was good for the team. We basically just 

had a film session so it was good for the team.” 

  

Smith entered the game midway through the first quarter and the much-hyped frontline of Smith, 

Drummond and Greg Monroe only played the last 2.3 seconds of the first half together. 

  

The last time Smith didn’t start a game came Nov. 18, 2005.  

 



The Pistons other high-profile acquisition Brandon Jennings committed four turnovers in the last 7:30 as 

the Hawks (8-5) were able to close the game on a 10-2 run after the Pistons took an 87-86 lead with 3:30 

left. 

  

Jennings was also 1-for-6 in the last eight minutes.  

 

Point guard Jeff Teague controlled the game with 18 points and nine assists as the Hawks swept the 

two-game series with the Pistons. 

  

But now fans are wondering about Joe Dumars’ off-season overhaul and the results are not good after 

12 games. 

  

Porous defense and inconsistent offense have been the norm.  

 

“It’s tough to swallow,” Drummond said. “We just have to get back to the drawing board and we can’t 

keep using the same excuse that we’re a new team. 

  

“We’re 12 games in now. It comes down to just figuring things out and coming together as one.” 

  

The Pistons didn’t seem all that inspired by the lineup change – aside from Singler’s offensive explosion. 

  

The defense struggled in the first half with the Hawks getting open shot after open shot. The only reason 

they were at 45% was because the Hawks missed open shots. 

  

The Pistons were down 11 points late in the first half after a Kyle Korver triple made the count 49-38. 

  

But a short 6-0 spurt narrowed the halftime deficit to 49-44. 

 


