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Shawn Marion says there’s ‘no excuse’ for Mavericks collapse in Atlanta 

By Eddie Sefko 

ATLANTA— Clearly, the Mavericks will be kicking themselves for the way they botched what should have 

been a certain victory Friday night at Philips Arena. 

A 17-point lead against an Eastern Conference also-ran wasn’t enough for the Mavericks, who found out 

how fragile they really are. When Jose Calderon left with a right ankle injury, they became unable to 

hold onto the ball or get good shots. 

One subtraction was lethal. 

The entire team fell apart late and got beat on Al Horford’s 20-footer with 4.2 seconds to play, which 

freed the Hawks for an 88-87 victory in a game the Mavericks had led virtually throughout. 

“Yeah, it’s a terrible loss,” Dirk Nowitzki said. “We got to find a way to win this game, especially on a 

back-to-back situation with a good Minnesota team coming in [Saturday at American Airlines Center]. 

It’s as bad a loss as it gets in this league.” 

Atlanta, by the way, became just the third team in the East to nose above .500 at 9-8. Twelve teams are 

at .500 or below. 

And the news may yet get worse for the Mavericks. 

Calderon left the game in the third quarter with a right ankle injury that he said occurred before 

halftime. He was examined and had X-rays at the arena, which were negative. He said afterward he tried 

to play through the injury, but it got progressively worse. 

“Not sure,” Calderon said when asked how the injury happened. “I was trying to go in the third quarter, 

but it was getting worse. In the X-ray, we couldn’t see anything, so that’s good news. But we’ll see 

tomorrow. I was feeling really good out there. But now, it’s not a great day at all.” 

Calderon was off to a terrific start in the game. He made his first four 3-pointers and had 16 points 

before getting hurt. When he went out, the Hawks saw a chance to alter the way they were playing the 

Mavericks’ pick-and-roll play. And it made a huge difference in the comeback. 

Calderon said that if the only issue is pain on Saturday night, he hopes to play against Minnesota. 



Without him against the Hawks, the Mavericks turned into a turnover machine. They had 12 of their 18 

miscues in the second half. 

“They obviously saw Jose wasn’t out there and they started jumping the pick and rolls and we turned 

the ball over,” Nowitzki said. “We just didn’t get enough baskets. You shoot 37 percent on the road, it’s 

tough to win. But we had chances. If we have a decent scoring fourth quarter, we win this game.” 

Shawn Marion summed up the situation best. 

“We should have won this game,” he said. “There’s no excuse for it. It’s that simple.” 

Asked about the impact of not having Calderon, Marion said: “It was an impact, but that’s why we’re 

called professionals. You got to have guys come in and step up and play minutes well when we need 

them. It’s the NBA. Guys go down with injuries every day. If you’re not ready, we got to call on the next 

guy. And if he’s not ready, we got nowhere else to go. We got to find something.” 

Without Calderon, Monta Ellis had assumed the point guard duties after rookies Shane Larkin and Gal 

Mekel were ineffective. 

And that was putting it delicately. They had trouble simply holding onto the ball. 

Using rookies in small doses is one thing. But making them a steady diet is usually risky business. It was 

on this night. 

When Jeff Teague’s free throws made it 85-81, the Mavericks were starting to sweat. DeJuan Blair, who 

had 18 rebounds to go with nine points, hit a pair of free throws with 3:27 to play. 

Those would be the Mavericks’ last points. 

Two more Teague free throws and a clutch 3-pointer by Paul Millsap brought the Hawks within one. 

Then Horford rose up over Nowitzki for the game-winner. 

Vince Carter’s long jumper at the buzzer was off. 

“We got to get over it,” coach Rick Carlisle said. “We don’t have a choice. We got to do it quickly. This is 

one time when you got to have a short memory. You got to get angry about it and channel it toward the 

next game. Very disappointing, without question. It’s a tough lesson.” 

 


