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Game thread: Martin starts for injured Korver 

 

By Chris Vivlamore 

 

HOUSTON - The Hawks will start Cartier Martin at the shooting guard position with Kyle Korver back in 

Atlanta with a rib contusion. It is Martin's first start of the season after coming off the bench in all 

previous 15 games. 

 

On the decision to start Martin, over John Jenkins, coach Mike Budenholzer said the difference was a 

comfort level. 

 

"He has had more opportunities and more reps and there is a comfort level," Budenholzer said. "I think 

defensively he gives us a little bigger body, a little better presence. For him and DeMarre (Carroll) to 

start with a team that hopefully gives us a chance to start with a good defensive identity. John has had 

some good moments defensively. Our whole group is going to have to be good defensively. Cartier just 

gives us a little bit more size, a little bit more of that defensive front to hopefully keep them in front of 

us." 

 

* Martin, who is from Houston, sat at his locker getting 30 tickets ready for family and friends at the 

game. Budenholzer said the team joked about starting Martin since he was from Houston but that "if we 

were in Cleveland, Cartier would start." 

 

“It’s definitely a big opportunity, getting a chance to be home," Martin said. "The main thing is to go out 

and play like I’ve done it before. Nothing changes. Go out continue to play my game and do what they 

ask me to do. Be aggressive as I can at times. Shoot the ball and rebound." 

 

* Martin, Jenkins and rookie Dennis Schroder will all see extended minutes with the Hawks missing Lou 

Williams (back-to-back) and Shelvin Mack (sprained left ankle). 

 

Jenkins has struggled early with his shot in limited action. Budenholzer said the guard is progressing 

defensively. 

 

"It obviously would be good for him to see the ball go in the basket," Budenholzer said. "We are really 

focusing with him on improving defensively. He’s had some good moments. With Lou playing every 

other night, John’s got to play those other nights. I think he has made some progress defensively. If we 

are looking for the positives, that’s what we are looking at. We all know he can shoot. We all know he 

can make shots. Obviously, he’s got to go out and do that. It would be great for him and all of us to see 

the ball go in the basket." 

 

* The Hawks have no immediate plans to recall guard Jared Cunningham from the NBA Development 

League. 

 

* The rest of the starting lineup remains the same with Jeff Teague, Paul Millsap and Al Horford playing 

with Carroll and Martin. 

 



* Budenholzer said he did not consider using a bigger lineup, with Gustavo Ayon at center, to combat 

the Rockets' Dwight Howard. 

 

"I think we are still thinking about combinations and the best way to do it," Budenholzere said. "With 

Dwight Howard, he is a matchup problem for anybody. Sticking with Al and Paul is what we think is best 

tonight." 

 

* The Rockets' James Harden (sore left foot) is going to warm up but coach Kevin McHale said it's 

unlikely he will play. 

 

* According to Budenholzer, stopping the Rockets' dribble penetration will be a key. 

 

"Houston has done a great job of emphasizing and including the dribble penetration into their offense," 

Budenholzer said. "When they start attacking off the dribble and they are hitting the next guy and then 

that guy is attacking, it becomes contagious and they are hard to guard. The more we can keep them in 

front of us, the more we can keep them out of their dribble penetration." 

 

 


