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Three Keys to 105-100 win over Kings 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 105-100 win over the Kings Tuesday night in 

Sacramento: 

 

The middle quarters: After allowing the Kings 32 first-quarter points, the Hawks picked up their defense 

and allowed a combined 33 points over the second and third quarters. That included 13 points in the 

second quarter as the Kings made just 4 of 16 shots. The Hawks had to sweat out the fourth quarter as 

the Kings trimmed a 19-point deficit to just one point. 

 

“Defensively the second and third quarters, those are the kinds of defensive quarters we want to build 

on,” Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said. “That’s the kind of team we want to become, a good 

defensive team. The first and fourth quarters are the quarters we can look at on film and where we 

need to improve and areas we can work on in practice.” 

 

Horford and Millsap down the stretch: As the Hawks nearly let their 19-point lead vanish, the two 

frontcourt stars took over. They combined to score 18 of the team’s 23 fourth-quarter points. Horford 

scored the final five points. Millsap hit a 3-pointer as the shot clock expired with 4:40 remaining. Millsap 

gathered the Hawks together to re-gain their composure as the Kings closed the game. 

 

“I think I can be a leader,” Millsap said. “I think they want me to be a leader.” 

 

Limiting Cousins: The Hawks contained DeMarcus Cousins for much of the night. The Kings center 

finished with just 11 points on 5 of 12 shooting. Cousins played just 5:56 of the fourth quarter as he was 

sat down for his defensive issues. Cousins, clearly frustrated, was called for a foul after pushing Horford 

in the fourth quarter. Horford clearly took exception to the shove. Isaiah Thomas was a different story. 

The small guard came off the bench to score 26 points, including 18 in the fourth quarter. 

 


