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The Three Keys to 102-95 win over Toronto  

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 102-95 victory over the Raptors Friday night in Atlanta. 

Transition defense: Hawks players and coaches talked of little else publically following their season-

opening loss to Dallas Wednesday. A video session pointed out a plethora of mistakes the team made in 

stopping the opposition on a break. The Hawks allowed just six fastbreak points to the Raptors, none in 

the second half. While it is still a work in progress, coach and players were pleased with the improved 

effort. 

“We definitely got back today, huh?" Jeff Teague said after the game. "We’ve been stressing transition D 

the day off we had and it worked. I hope it continues." 

Horford brings it: Al Horford turned in a moster game against the Raptors with a double-double of 22 

points and 16 rebounds. It was a much better effort than his 11 points and five rebounds against the 

Mavericks two days earlier. The center shot 9 of 14 from the field and had five straight Hawks points 

midway through the fourth quarter when the Raptors had closed to within five points. 

“I think offensively, from the beginning of the game, I made an effort to be more aggressive," Horford 

said. "I think the first game against Dallas, I started out well but I was trying to feel everything out and 

see how the offense was going. I got to a point where I realized I have to be more aggressive and set the 

tone.” 

The second quarter: The Hawks went on an 18-4 run to end the first half to break open an back-and-

forth game and take the lead for good. The Hawks held the Raptors to just 23.8 percent shooting (5 of 

21) in the second quarter. The Raptors managed just one field goal in the final 5:06 of the period. 

 


