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Three keys to 88-87 win over Mavericks 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 88-87 winn over the Mavericks Friday: 

Paul Millsap's 3-pointer: The Hawks forward drained a straight-away 3-pointer with 1:16 remaining to 

get his team within one point at 87-86. The shot came just nine seconds into the shot clock and nearly 

completed the comeback from a 17-point deficit. It was the seventh make in 20 attempt from beyond 

the 3-point line for Millsap this season. 

“I just seen them sag off me,” Millsap said. “Jeff threw me the ball. I just felt it and shot it. Nothing 

spectacular. I just put it up to the basket and it went in for me. 

“It was early in the shot clock too. I better have made it. It was one of those situations where if you 

make it, good. If you don’t, it’s going to be a long walk back to the bench.” 

Al Horford's 2-pointer: The Hawks center drained the game-winner with 4.2 seconds remaining - a 19-

foot pick-and-pop basket off a feed from Jeff Teague. Only two days earlier, following a lopsided loss to 

the Rockets, Horford called the game with the Mavericks a 'must-win.' Trailing by 17 points, the Hawks 

were in jeopardy of losing their fourth straight, three at home, and falling below .500 for the first time 

this season. Then came the shot. 

No, that’s not the way we planned it," Horford said of the shots by he and Millsap. "That was guts by 

Paul. He came down with a lot of confidence just stepped right in and shot it. On my play, Jeff was 

double-teammed so he just kicked it to me. We’ve worked so much on that pick-and-pop over the years, 

that I feel comfortable taking that shot. 

"It felt good. It’s a shot that I work on so much and we practice so much. It felt good. It was good to see 

it go in. We needed it." 

Fourth-quarter defense: The Hawks outscored the Mavericks 24-12 in the final quarter. The Hawks shot 

50 percent (6 of 12) from the field while holding the Mavericks to a mere 15.8 percent (3 of 19). Dirk 

Nowitzki was held to just three points in the quarter. Monta Ellis, who scorched the Hawks for 35 points 

in the season-opener, did not score on his way to just 12 points for the game. Teague scored nine of his 

game-high 25 points in the fourth quarter. He had six assists for the game - but was the setup man for 

both late shots by Millsap and Horford. 

“Our defense," coach Mike Budenholzer said when asked of the difference in the fourth quarter. "We 

stepped our activity, our energy, our effort. I think the defense set the tone and allowed us to get out 

and run and get some baskets in transition, get some confidence and get us attacking the basket.” 

 


