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Three Keys to 109-107 loss to Nuggets 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 109-107 loss to the Nuggets Thursday in Denver: 

 

Learning to close out games: The Hawks had an eight-point lead with 6:52 remaining. They allowed the 

Nuggets to go on a 17-4 run to take control of the game that even a late comeback could not overcome. 

The Hawks missed five straight shots, and 3 of 12 to end the game, after taking the 98-90 lead. They also 

had one turnover. 

 

“There are definitely good things happening.," Kyle Korver said. "There are good habits that are growing. 

I feel like the most part we played good basketball tonight. We just had a couple stretches, bad shots, 

turnovers, just kind of got away from what we are trying to do. You can’t do that on the road. It doesn’t 

matter who the team is. This is the NBA. You have to play solid on the road. We had a couple lapses." 

 

Lawson on the loose: The Hawks held the Nuggets' speedy point guard Ty Lawson to five points and 

three assists in the first half. Lawson entered the game 19th in the NBA in scoring at 20.5 points per 

game. He got away from the Hawks in the second half as he finished with 23 points, eight assists and 

seven rebounds. Jeff Teague said once Lawson started making 3-pointers, it opened up his game and he 

was able to get in the lane and either score or assist. Lawson has had more than 20 points and six assists 

in all four Nuggets games this season. 

 

Tighten the defense: The Hawks have allowed an average of 106.5 points per game through five games 

this season, including more than 100 points four times. While they have scored more than 100 point 

each game themselves, coach Mike Budenholzer said that sustained success depends on better defense. 

 

"Defensively, we need to put together where we are holding teams under 100 (points) and having a 

better defensive effort." Budenholzer said. 

 


