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Game Thread: Williams starts for Korver 

By Chris Vivlamore 

Lou Williams will get his first start of the season with Kyle Korver out with a rib contusion. 

Williams joined Jeff Teague, DeMarre Carroll, Paul Millsap and Al Horford as the fourth different starting 

unit used this season. Cartier Martin started in place of Korver in Wednesday’s game against the 

Rockets. 

“Really, it’s more about getting Lou into a good place and getting our team in a good place,” Hawks 

coach Mike Budenholzer said. “The way his minutes are, starting him will give him a good chance and us 

a good chance. 

“It doesn’t have very much to do with their guards (Monta Ellis and Jose Calderon). 

Budenholzer said Williams will still be on a minutes restriction. 

“I joked with him that I can’t play in 48 so he his restricted to less than 48.” 

Also: 

*Shelvin Mack will play after missing Wednesday’s game due to a left ankle sprain. Mack said his ankle 

was stepped on during Tuesday’s game against the Rockets and he was able to move or put pressure on 

it immediately following the play. Mack received treatment Wednesday and Thursday. 

The Hawks will need him as the backup point guard. Rookie Dennis Schroder struggled in extended time 

Wednesday after playing a combined 10 minutes in the previous six games. He had six points and four 

turnovers in 27 minutes against the Rockets. 

* Budenholzer said the Hawks are a different team than the one that opened the season with a 118-109 

loss at the Mavericks. 

“I think we’ve made progress in a lot of areas since then,” Budenholzer said. “In any season, there are 

some ups and downs and some slippage at times. We want to be on top of that and address it and talk 

about it and improve it. We are in that stage where we need to improve some things. But compared to 

the start of the season, we are a better team.” 

*Budenholzer said the team will need to stop the Mavericks in transition this time around and keep a 

watchful eye on Monta Ellis. The guard had 32 points against the Hawks in the season-opener. 

*With the Nets off to such a slow start, the Hawks are keeping a watchful eye on the 2014 NBA Draft 

order. The Nets were 4-11 headed into Friday night’s game at the Rockets. That is good news for the 

Hawks, especially if the Nets continue their woeful ways. 



As part of the Joe Johnson trade, the Hawks have the right to swap first-round picks with the Nets both 

in 2014 and 2015. The swap is not protected, meaning that even if the Nets are in the lottery the pick 

belongs to the Hawks. 

With as many as seven current college players projected to be impact players at the NBA level the 

Hawks could add a major piece thanks to a trade made in July of 2012. 

 


