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Three keys to 109-92 loss to Magic 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 109-92 loss to the Magic Tuesday: 

Third-quarter defense: The Magic outscored the Hawks 36-20 in the third quarter as they shot 62.5 

percent (15 of 24) from the field. Arron Afflalo had 10 points and Jameer Nelson had eight assists in the 

period. The Magic went on a 28-10 run in the quarter to turn an eight-point deficit into a 10-point lead. 

The Magic convert several easy lay-ups. 

 

“I think we have to be better on the defensive end," Al Horford said. "I think that is where it all starts. 

We’ve got to look at ourselves in the mirror and be honest with ourselves and see where we need to 

improve." 

 

Second-half offense: While the Magic scored, the Hawks failed. They shot 40 percent in the third quarter 

(8 of 20) but that included a fast start. In the fourth quarter, the Hawks shot just 23.5 percent (4 of 17). 

They got just one fourth-quarter basket from a starter as Jeff Teague went 1 of 4. Several of the second-

half misses came from point-blank range. The Hawks also committed six third-quarter turnovers. 

 

“They were just coming up short every time," Teague said. "I was on a fast break one-on-one with 

Jameer Nelson and it comes up short. It just didn’t fall for me tonight. No excuse. They played well. They 

shot the lights out. It’s tough to beat a team when they are shooting like that.” 

 

Rebounds: The Magic outrebounded the Hawks 43-35 and their total included six offensive boards. 

Center Nikola Vucevic had 15 rebounds. In the meeting between the teams earlier this month, Vucevic 

had just six rebounds. The Hawks game plan was the push the Magic big men off the post before they 

could receive the ball. It didn't work. The Magic also held a 46-26 advantage in points in the paint and 

12-6 in second-chance points. 

 

“Obviously we didn’t play well," Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said. "I think in the second half Orlando 

raised its level and we didn’t respond to it. We as a group got a little out of sync. We have to learn how 

to respond and react when the opponent raises its level. It was just a night where we didn’t do that and 

we didn’t play well." 

 


