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Three Keys to 94-87 loss to Celtics 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 94-87 loss to the Celtics Saturday: 

Fourth-quarter meltdown: The Hawks surrendered a 12-point lead in the final quarter by being 

outscored 30-13, allowing the Celtics a 24-6 run to end the game and making just two field goals in the 

fonal 9:30. It adds up to ugly. 

“I think it was one of those games where in the fourth quarter we were complacent," Lou Williams said. 

"Maybe we felt like they were going to give us the game and they took it. You have to give credit where 

credit is due. They made shots, we didn’t. We didn’t get stops, they did. They won the game.” 

Free-throw disparity: The Celtics went 24 of 31 from the free-throw line, including 11 of 14 in the fourth 

quarter. The Hawks went 10 of 12 from the free-throw line, including 2 of 2 in the fourth quarter. 

"I think the free-throw line and the aggressiveness of Boston in the fourth quarter was the difference in 

the game," coach Mike Budenholzer said. "For the game it’s 31-12 from the free-throw line. That’s going 

to make it a difficult game to win. I think we need to learn from that and be more aggressive and get to 

the paint, get the basket, get to the free-throw line. It’s a tough lesson to learn. It’s a tough way to learn 

it." 

Another lead lost: The Hawks have struggled with late leads all season long. They nearly lost one Friday 

in a win over the Pistons. They lost a double-digit lead in the fourth quarter one day later. The Hawks 

insist they are not playing tight with a big lead down the stretch. Those are just the two more recent 

examples. 

“I wouldn’t say we get tight," Williams said. "I would say sometimes we probably just relax a little too 

much. Tonight we should have been the aggressor instead of letting them be the aggressor.” 

 


