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Three Keys to 96-89 win over Pistons 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 96-89 win over the Pistons Friday: 

 

Jeff Teague's third-quarter: The Hawks point guard scored 14 of his 18 points in the third quarter. He 

shot 6 of 9 in the period and was fouled three times en route to the basket with is aggressive play. He 

finished with a double-double with 11 assists, eight of which came in the first half as he played the 

distributor. 

 

“I think they were playing me for the pass," Teague said of his third-quarter point total. "At the 

beginning of the game I was getting guys involved. Then coach told me to be aggressive. That is my 

game - going downhill, getting to the basket and trying to make some plays.” 

 

The Block Part II: Teague came up with another key blocked shot, albeit aftere his own turnover, that 

may have changed the game. He had a big block in a win at the Bobcats earlier this month. After the 

Pistons' Brandon Jennings caught him in a bad pass, Teague chased him down from behind as Jennings 

went for the layup. Teague swatted the layup, which would have pulled the Pistons to within a point 

with under two minutes to play. Paul Millsap gathered the loose ball and got it back to Teague, who 

found Al Horford for an alley-oop dunk. 

 

“He made a good play on the ball defensively," Teague said. "I just took my eye of it, trying to see what 

my options were before I made a move. He made a good play on the ball. I know coach was going to 

show it on film so I had to make sure I got back and made an attempt or maybe foul him. I got the block. 

I was able to meet him at the rim.” 

 

Hustle plays: The Hawks almost let another fourth-quarter lead get away. They led by eighth in the 

fourth quarter but the Pistons came back and took a brief lead. The Hawks committed six of their 14 

turnovers in the final period. However, the Hawks turned up the energy and went on a 10-2 run thanks 

to several steals, getting to loose balls and following misses. DeMarre Carroll, Horford, Millsap and 

Teague all came up with big plays to push back the Pistons. 

 

“We had to finish out the game the right way," Horford said. " That is something we’ve been struggling 

early in the year, losing leads in the fourth. We did a much better job tonight. 

 

“Maybe in earlier games, we might have given this game away with mistakes. We’ve learned from that. 

We are in a better position. We are not there yet because we gave up the lead in the fourth but we are 

definitely getting better.” 

 


