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Hawks more 'organized' on break 

By Chris Vivlamore 

Last week Kyle Korver mentioned that this year's version of the Hawks is more organized on the fast 

break. I found it an interesting take on the difference between the last two teams. So I asked him to 

explain following practice Monday. Here is what he said: 

 

“Last year we put a huge emphasis on just getting out and running. We had Josh (Smith) who would get 

the ball and push the floor and push it a lot. Al (Horford) would too. But he was really great at making 

things happen. There wasn’t really a play for it but Josh would get the ball and he ended up whipping it 

to the corner for a 3 or something. You saw that a lot. This year, we are still trying to run but we have 

more secondary break sets. If we have two wings running one side and the point guard is on the other 

side we have a concept for us to play out of. If we have one wing and a point guard and another wing on 

the other side we have a concept for us to play out of. Last year we just tried to get it and run. This year 

our secondary break is a bit more organized. 

 

"Last year we tried to take advantage of Josh’s abilities. I think the whole getting out and running was a 

new concept for the Hawks too. They have traditionally been the last few years, slow it down and one-

on-one. There is a grace period in trying to learn how to run. At times we were great at it last year and 

this year we are trying to be a bit more organized in what we are doing. 

 

Very good insight, I thought. 

 

Later today I will post a preview of tomorrow's game against the Heat for myajc.com. Is this an early 

measuring stick for the Hawks? 

 

Also, speaking of Josh Smith, the former Hawk will be on 92.9 FM The Game at 5 p.m. I will write 

something and post it for those who can't catch it. 

 


