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Three Keys to 105-103 loss to Lakers 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three keys elements of the Hawks’ 105-103 loss to the Lakers Sunday night in Los Angeles: 

 

Early deficit: The Hawks fell behind by 21 points in the second quarter as they allowed the Lakers to 

make one 3-pointer after another. The Lakers finished with nine 3-pointers but eight came in the first 

half, one each by eight different players. Most of the Lakers' looks were wide open as the Hawks failed 

in their half-court defense. 

 

“I’m happy with how our guys responded in the second half," coach Mike Budenholzer said. "They 

competed in a lot of different ways and played the way we want to play for 48 minutes. Obviously, we 

put ourselves in a position where we had to respond. We’ll talk about that and work on that also. The 

group knows we have to come out more ready, more focused, have an edge and we don’t want to get 

down by that many points. I’m really happy with the group." 

 

Execution down the stretch: The Hawks made a huge comeback from the 21-point deficit but they failed 

down the stretch with several key plays. Al Horford was called for travelling, the Hawks had a backcourt 

violation and they allowed the Lakers' Jordan Hill to come up with a huge offensive rebound were 

among the miscues. The Hawks dreadful free-throw shooting was perhaps the biggest factor. They shot 

just 53.8 percent (14 of 26) for the game (more on that later today). 

 

"We have to execute down the stretch,” Paul Millsap said. 

 

Teague and Schroder pick up pace: Budenholzer credited the agressive play of point guards Jeff Teague 

and Dennis Schroder in the second half in the comeback. The pair combined for 18 second-half points. 

When the two are pushing the pace the Hawks are a different team. 

 

“They just came out and hit us first.," Horford said. "I don’t think that we came out with the right 

mindset. Coach definitely challenged us in the second half and we were much better.” 

 


