
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, October 22, 2013 

CONTACTS:                                                                                                                                                                             

Alison Sawyer - Atlanta Hawks, (404) 878-3800  

Kristen Obaranec – YMCA of Metro Atlanta, (404) 267-5335 

 

ATLANTA HAWKS TEAM AND COACHES TO DESCEND UPON WADE WALKER PARK FAMILY YMCA AS 

PART OF NBA CARES EVENT 

Basketball Clinic for 60 Kids Taking Place on October 26, 2013 

ATLANTA, GA ----- On Saturday, October 26, the entire Atlanta Hawks team and coaching staff will host a 

free, one-hour clinic for 60 children ages 9-13 at Wade Walker Park Family YMCA. As part of NBA Cares 

Week (October 20-27), where the NBA and its teams and players participate in events and activities 

across the country to support the communities in which they live, work and play, the Atlanta Hawks will 

teach the game of basketball through drills, skills and friendly competition with a focus on the benefits 

of health and wellness. Atlanta Hawks cheerleaders and mascot will also be in attendance. 

“We recognize and take great pride in the impact that Atlanta Hawks basketball makes both on and off 

the court,” stated Bob Williams, President, Atlanta Hawks and Philips Arena. “Opportunities to directly 

connect with our fans in the city we call home, especially with partners like the YMCA of Metro Atlanta, 

are ones we value and embrace.” 

Wade Walker Park Family YMCA in Stone Mountain opened in September 2012 as a healthy living 

collaboration with DeKalb County, serving more than 6,000 residents of all ages and donating more than 

$200,000 in financial assistance scholarships in 2013 alone. This branch exemplifies the four core 

benefits of the YMCA model: ensure school readiness, improve academic achievement, empower 

healthy living and inspire teen leadership.  

"Because basketball was established by James Naismith at the Y, working with the Atlanta Hawks is a 

natural fit," said Edward Munster, president and CEO of the YMCA of Metro Atlanta. "By working as 

partners, together we can help more children strive to reach their full potential through Y programs that 

nurture kids and teens, empower healthy living and encourage people to give back, like our volunteer 

sports coaches. As a result families and communities are strengthened, and everyone benefits." 

In addition to hosting a basketball clinic, the Atlanta Hawks have entered into a multi-year partnership 

with the YMCA of Metro Atlanta that supports 16 local branch basketball programs. Once registered for 

the YMCA basketball league, each participant will receive an Atlanta Hawks branded jersey and one (1) 

ticket to a Hawks home game during the 2013-14 season. The YMCA of Metro Atlanta will also recognize 



four (4) of their volunteers as part of the Atlanta Hawks’ Be Greater platform started during the 2012-13 

season. 

WHO:                                The Atlanta Hawks 

WHAT:    NBA Cares Week Basketball Clinic 

WHEN:   Saturday, October 26 from 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

WHERE: Wade Walker Park Family YMCA                                                                                                                                        

5605 Rockbridge Road                                                                                                                                                       

Stone Mountain, GA 30088 

ADDITIONAL INFO.: Photos and interviews available with Atlanta Hawks players and coaches as    

well as YMCA representatives and children participating. 

 

About the Atlanta Hawks  

The Atlanta Hawks, a member of the National Basketball Association since 1949, play in the Southeast 

Division, along with the Charlotte Bobcats, Miami Heat, Orlando Magic and Washington Wizards. Atlanta 

Hawks Memberships for the 2013-14 season are on sale now! For more information on the Hawks, log 

on to www.hawks.com.  

About YMCA of Metro Atlanta 

The Y is a powerful association of men, women and children joined together by a shared commitment to 

nurturing the potential of kids, promoting healthy living and fostering a sense of social responsibility. 

Every day, we work side-by-side with our neighbors to make sure everyone, regardless of age, income or 

background, has the opportunity to learn, grow and connect. Visit http://www.ymcaatlanta.org or call 

404-588-YMCA (9622).  
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