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Kyle Korver on Hawks' new offense 

By Chris Vivlamore

The Hawks are not quite three weeks into training camp and the implementation of new coach Mike Budenholzer's systems.
Many of the players said following Thursday's 106-104 exhibition loss to the Spurs (the team from which the system is
largely based) that they believe there has been steady improvement. Still, there is much to work on.

Following the game, I spoke with Kyle Korver. Korver finished with a game-high 26 points that included 5 of 8 3-point
attempts. I asked Korver several questions to help me better understand the new offense. Here is what he said:

Q. The offense overall, coach said it’s starting to come together. Can you help me with what still needs to be worked
through?

A. A lot of what our offense is going to be is chemistry. We don’t really have a lot of plays, we have a lot of concepts. So we
are trying to get used to the new concepts but we are also adding some new pieces. Even the pieces who were here last
year, we are getting used to these new concepts. It’s just going to take time. It was great to play the Spurs. That’s what we
are trying to do. All the sets, they knew what we were running, we knew what they were running. But they’ve been doing it for
so long, it’s just second nature to them. For us, we are still thinking A to B a lot and not running the play correctly.

Q. You got a lot of good looks tonight. Is that what you expect from the offense?

A. That’s a hope. The thought is when the floor is spaced the way it is, something has to be open - the guys cutting to the
basket, the pick-and-roll game, the pick-and-pop. And if that’s focused on the shooters are open. If you look at San Antonio
as long as Tim Duncan has been there they’ve always had guys knock down a lot of 3's for them, especially corner 3's. We
are practicing them. We are all going to get them. It’s not just a couple guys. It’s definitely going to be a big part of what we
do.

Q. Coach Drew liked to push the pace last year but Jeff Teague said this is even quicker. How is this offense even quicker
than last season?

A. It’s the emphasis. I don’t know if we are playing faster yet. It’s what we’d like to do. We are not saying the four-man has to
take the ball out of bounds. Whoever is there, take it and go. I think we have more secondary break options so as we are
running we are not just running to the other end. We are running into things. We are running with a purpose and not just
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going for layups and quick shots. When we were good last year, we played with a lot of speed. It’s going to be the case this

year too.
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Posted by Ms_Dee at 10:40 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

Good to get a lil more insight on the SYSTEM..thx ChrisV

Posted by vava74 at 10:46 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

I am loving Carroll right now and provided that - like AJ said - he manages to hit 3's at a .350 clip, he could be a real steal.

Posted by vava74 at 10:49 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

C-Viv,

Just a quick note to say that you left a lot of snags in the article!

Posted by -Melvin- at 10:55 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

" If you look at San Antonio as long as Tim Duncan has been there they’ve always had guys knock down a lot of 3s for them." 

Yeah, it's easier to shoot 3's when you have Tim Duncan to free your shooters. See Korver in the playoffs trying to shoot with
a hand in his face.

Posted by -Melvin- at 10:57 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse
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Carroll, Korver and Milsap would be ideal players you would like coming off the bench not starters IMO. A hustle guy, shooter
and multi-skilled tweener post player...

Posted by Ms_Dee at 11:06 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

Melvin,

Well, I still like them as starters..but with your same concept, Damien Wilkins, Jenkins, & Ivan COULD have been our
hustle/shooter/multi-skilled tweeter off the bench...oh well, THATS not gonna happen now...

Posted by vava74 at 11:06 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

Melvin,

A good, even top, team can have the luxury of having a guy like Caroll starting (again, provided that he knocked down the 3
consistently).

Posted by Ms_Dee at 11:06 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

BUT we still have Jenkins and Mike Scott!!

Posted by cp229 at 11:08 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

Astro and vava, 35% from behind the arc from Carroll would be very nice. I think he needs to stick to those corner threes
though. He seems to struggle from the other areas behind the arc. I actually thought he would be better coming off the bench
but it looks to me he would be just fine starting. He just has to hit that 3. 

Posted by RamonReturns at 11:16 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

O'B, the entire Detroit starting lineup had a negative +/-. Also, it's already been well established that Josh doesn't go full
speed in the preseason. He's proven that numerous times.

The point I was making was, if Josh would've had those same stats last night in a Hawks uniform as Millsap, even during a
preseason game, countless of people would've been posting his stats and ripping him. However, no one really said much
about Millsap.

Also, no one mentioned the fact that Horford stated he was pleased with the defensive side of the ball, even though they
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gave up 62 points in the second half when the Hawks starters played majority of their minutes

Posted by vava74 at 11:16 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

Bêbê is scheduled to return to action this weekend in Spain, back from injury.

Posted by -OBrien- at 11:16 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

" We are not saying the four-man has to take the ball out of bounds. Whoever is there, take it and go."

Oh Oh. I wonder if Al and Milsap are working on their coast to coast skills

Posted by RamonReturns at 11:18 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

Vava, a team like Chicago, Indiana, or Miami, would have each of those three coming off of the bench, and not starting.

Posted by AstroJoe at 11:18 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

The point I was making was, if Josh would've had those same stats last night in a Hawks uniform as Millsap, even during a
preseason game, countless of people would've been posting his stats and ripping him. However, no one really said much
about Millsap.
===================================================
It probably took 4-5 years before Josh started to receive a lot of criticism for his game. Now you want folk to start on Millsap
after 3-4 pres-season games?

Posted by AstroJoe at 11:21 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

Wait a minute, you mean that Hawks with a bottom 10 payroll don't have a PERFECT roster and starting 5? Wow, thanks for
sharing. Maybe we should join the other 24 teams in the NBA facing a similar lack-of-perfection to petition the league to
allow us to wait until perfection is acquired before playing regular season games.

Posted by -OBrien- at 11:22 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse
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vava,

The concern I have about Carroll is he has always been a bench guy (~18 mpg). I am concerned if he can keep up his style
of play for an entire season while playing starter minutes. 

Ramon,

I agree with you on Milsap. But I think he partially gets a pass from some because it is his first year with us, and a brand new
offense, so there is a feeling out process. Once the season starts, I think he will be scrutinized more.

Similarly, If I was a DET fan, I wouldn't be concerned about Josh's preseason's numbers either.

Posted by AstroJoe at 11:24 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

Correction, bottom 5 payroll.

http://www.hoopsworld.com/nba-team-salaries-2013-2014

Posted by RamonReturns at 11:27 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

Lol, Korver just slaughtered Drew's game plan without even emphasizing it. Just the fact of saying they have secondary
break options this season, is a slick way of saying last season they didn't have that. And even in high school and AAU, you
practice secondary break (rather the spotter or the slasher) half of each practice, because those are the easy points. 

I still really believe that if Ferry didn't trade Joe last season, but instead would've just traded Marvin for Devin, and find another
way to trade another player for a trade exception to acquire Korver, I think the Hawks would've made it to the ECF last
season, even with Drew. 

Teague, Joe, Korver, Josh, Al, and with Devin coming off the bench, I think the Hawks would've been just fine.

Posted by Slimjr at 11:28 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse

"Also, no one mentioned the fact that Horford stated he was pleased with the defensive side of the ball, even though they
gave up 62 points in the second half when the Hawks starters played majority of their minutes"

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Its just a preseason game.. They don't count... Ummmmmm :(

Follow the clues my dear Watson..

Posted by vava74 at 11:30 a.m. Oct. 18, 2013
Report Abuse
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Ramon,

I disagree.

All those teams have in their starting 5 a player which can be seen as relatively sub-par in talent.

I am not saying that you could insert Carroll in the Heat's starting line up, but you can't convince me that, for instance,
Chalmers or Haslem are vastly superior to what Carroll might end up being (again, the proviso is that he needs to hit those
3's to qualify as such).

Ditto for Butler in CHI and Hill in IND, who although obviously better than Carroll right now, should not be perceived - IMO - as
players at a level not achievable by Carroll.
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