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Exhibition season starts tonight 

Related

By Chris Vivlamore

After one week of training camp, the Hawks will play a game against an opponent wearing a different uniform as the seven-
game exhibition schedule begins tonight. The Hawks will play the two-time defending world champion Heat in Miami. Game
time is 7:30 p.m. and will be broadcast by 92.9 FM and NBA TV.

I will not be in Miami for the game but we be in Asheville, N.C., for tomorrow night's game against the Bobcats. SportSouth, in
a shared broadcast with Charlotte, will televise the game.

I asked coach Mike Budenholzer what he expects to get out of tonight's contest as it's still early in the implementation of his
offensive and defensive systems.

"I think our guys are looking forward to playing somebody besides themselves," Budenholzer said. "The NBA is that way. We
are used to a lot of games. Getting to go against somebody else and playing against a great team like Miami with their
defensive principles, all the things they do well, it will be a good first look for our group."

The Heat, with an established roster and system, present a bit of a measuring stick on where the Hawks are early in their
implementations.

"They are a very good defensive group so they will be prepared," Budenholzer said of the Heat. "I think they wake up ready to
play defense. They are very good offensivley too so it will test our defense."

As I first reported Sunday, John Jenkins (lower back spasms) is not on the trip. Lou Williams (torn ACL) has also not been
cleared.

There will be a couple of things to watch.

1. How long will the starters play? Budenholzer needs time for the unit to run the offensive and defensive systems, still not
fully implemented. At the same time you don't want to risk injury and there are 13 other players who will suit up that need to
be evaluated.
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2. What will be the rotation at small forward? Budenholzer and James Johnson, who is getting a lot of run at the small
forward position, both told me Sunday it's too early to say anyone has an inside track on the position by DeMarre Carroll.
However, this will be an indication of what way the staff in leaning.

3. What will be the rotation at point guard? One of the other open battles in training camp is for a third point guard position
behind Jeff Teague and Dennis Schroder. Shelvin Mack is on a non-guaranteed contract and the Hawks brought in veteran
Royal Ivey as a training camp invite to compete for a spot.

4. How much playing time will Eric Dawson, David Lighty and Andonis Thomas get? The three training camp invites saw
limited action in the open scrimmage Saturday. Each played only about eight minutes. They are long shots to make the
roster.

Comments

If you would like to post a comment please Sign in or Register

 Cancel  Edit comment

96 Comment(s)
Comment(s) 1-20 of 96 next >last >>

Posted by BuddyGrizzard at 9:28 a.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

Basketball finally

Posted by -sting- at 10:02 a.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

ok, i may turn my tv on for the first time since the nba finals. truth.

Posted by tipdavid at 10:41 a.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

Will the game be blacked out locally on NBA TV? I think last year we couldn't get the Hawks preseason games on any TV
including NBA TV.....

Posted by Slimjr at 11:29 a.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

If the game is blacked out , then go to firstrowsports.eu and enjoy the tricks. :-)
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Posted by NajehDavenpoop at 11:36 a.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

"Johnson got a lot of run but looked extraordinarily ordinary to me."

Haha

Posted by NajehDavenpoop at 11:39 a.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

With the Braves and Falcons both playing games that count tonight, I'd put the over/under on people in metro ATL watching
this game at 6.

Posted by Slimjr at 12:04 p.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

The Braves are a brutal 10-22 in their last 32 playoff games... :(

The Falcons are a brutal 10-24 in Monday night games... :(

Might as well watch Miami smoke the bird tonight!

Posted by BuddyGrizzard at 12:50 p.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

"With the Braves and Falcons both playing games that count tonight, I'd put the over/under on people in metro ATL watching
this game at 6."

All of them posters on this blog.

Posted by BCW1 at 12:52 p.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

I am in no way a basketball fan much less womens BB, but shouldnt the AJC be covering the DREAM team since they are in
the finals?

Posted by AstroJoe at 3:07 p.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse
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Yeah, when the Braves refused to take the game from Psy and the Dodgers yesterday, I kind of lost that loving feeling for
their post-season. It is strange to have all 3 pro sports teams on national TV at the same time. I'm glad I have U-verse so I
can watch all of the games simultaneously (even without a fancy TV).

Posted by -sting- at 3:27 p.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

aj, sounds like an att advertisement there bro. it might get reported and removed. heh heh

Posted by JaeEvolution at 4:55 p.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

I'll look for who wants to play defense today.

Want Schroeder, Teague and Carroll to get after it.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmDMwizRy8w

Posted by northcyde at 5:52 p.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

The Hawks may be the only ATL team that wins tonight..

Not expecting the Heat starters to play much at all tonight. Key matchup may be Norris Cole vs Dennis Schröder.

Posted by vava74 at 6:12 p.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

northcyde,

I love Schro but at this stage of their careers, Norris easily wins the matchup.

Posted by Sautee at 6:31 p.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

Dennis needs a nickname, and I propose "Shredder" as that's how it's pronounced.

Posted by drmaryb at 6:41 p.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse
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Let's Go!

Sup Cohorts?

Posted by MattP at 7:39 p.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

Can't wait to see this team without Jumpshot Smith.

Posted by JerryMcCrary at 7:43 p.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

lol this team already looks bad

Posted by BuddyGrizzard at 7:45 p.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

Nice give and go. Horford called for it in the post and Carroll got it to him immediately, cut, got it back, layed it in.

Posted by -Melvin- at 7:45 p.m. Oct. 7, 2013
Report Abuse

Horford already ignore Teague on the outlet pass. Choose to take it down court himself...
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