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Offseason odds and ends 

Curtis Compton

By Chris Vivlamore

A few odds and ends from the offseason before we crank up a new season with the start of training camp Oct. 1.
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 * You remember that Hawks assistants Quin Snyder and Kenny Atkinson were granted permission to interview for the head
coach position with the Sixers. The job was filled by Spurs assistant Brett Brown in August. I’m told that Snyder withdrew his
name from consideration. Atkinson did interview for the position before Brown was hired.

 * As I wrote last week, David Lighty and Eric Dawson will be non-roster training camp invites. Andonis Thomas is likely to be
another invite, although nothing is official at this point. Thomas has been working out in Atlanta this offseason. He was part
of the Hawks summer league roster. The 6-foot-7 small forward, an undrafted free agent out of Memphis, appeared in three
summer league games. He averaged 1.3 points and 0.3 rebounds in 9.7 minutes.

 * The Hawks have 14 players on their current roster with Lighty and Dawson coming to training camp. The Hawks will most
likely add two more players and as many as four come the start of camp. Another guard and small forward could be added. I
expect the Hawks to keep just 14 on the roster for the regular season. General manager Danny Ferry likes to have the
flexibility of the additional roster spot. The status of Lou Williams, rehabbing from a torn ACL, is still a factor in determining
the roster.

 * A couple of Hawks are playing internationally this summer. Newly signed power forward/center Pero Antic is playing for
Macedonia in Eurobasket 2013. In four games, he is averaging 13.3 points and 8.8 rebounds as Macedonia was gone 1-3
(five points) in Group B play. Macedonia plays Latvia today.

Gustavo Ayon, claimed off waivers from the Bucks this summer, is playing for Mexico in the 2013 FIBA Americas tournament.
Ayon has helped Mexico to the semifinals of the tournament where it will play Argentina Tuesday. Mexico is 6-2, including a
3-1 Pool B record. In the eight games, Ayon has averaged 16.4 points and 8.0 rebounds. Mexico clinched a spot in the FIBA
World Cup tournament next year in Spain.

 * It’s been quiet the past few weeks. I have been working on feature story that I think most Hawks fans will find very
interesting (that’s called a tease in the business). It has required an extensive number of interviews. I’m not sure the exact
date it will publish as it is still in the works. Stay tuned.

I will be slowed the next several weeks for a final trip to stick my feet in the ocean and a shoulder surgery before the seven-
day-a-week gig begins.

I will keep you posted with any further developments before training camp.
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Posted by Ms_Dee at 10:31 a.m. Sep. 9, 2013
Report Abuse

wow, a new blog..yeah!! Plus, im 1st!!
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Posted by DaneBramage at 12:01 p.m. Sep. 9, 2013
Report Abuse

Good luck with the surgery, Chris!

Exciting to hear of Antic and Ayon having good seasons in the other leagues. Hopefully the extra games won't take too much
of a toll on their bodies.

Posted by AstroJoe at 12:01 p.m. Sep. 9, 2013
Report Abuse

Thanks, C-Viv. Enjoy the break.

Surely, some overly optimistic blogger will tell us all the reasons why even the last 3-4 camp invitees can become an impact
player for this team. They will ignore the notion that the player(s) were selected to help with practices and scrimmages and
will wax-poetic about all of the unique talents that player brings to the hawks. And then will every regular season loss, they
will discuss how that could have been a victory had the team kept the 17th guy invited to camp.

Posted by KeyserSoze at 12:04 p.m. Sep. 9, 2013
Report Abuse

Ms Dee

I`m honored to come in 2nd to your 1st !
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